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Ipswich Celebrates 50 years!
On Sabbath, 25 August, the entire campus was buzzing
with excitement. Ipswich Church was filled to capacity
with past and present staff and students, many guests,
student families and visitors. Together we celebrated 50
years of Ipswich Adventist School and Christian education.

After the oldest student from 1968 and the youngest
student from 2018 cut the 50th Anniversary cake, guests
enjoyed a school tour before having opportunity to share
their stories.

Both past and present students shared special music,
reminisced about earlier days and especially acknowledged
the original class of 1968. A timely and relevant message
by Education Director, Dr Jack Ryan and an entertaining
tour through the five decades laid a good foundation for
the “Reconnect, Reflect and Reunite” theme of the day.
An abundant meal at lunch time provided the setting
for more connections face to face and reminiscing with
each other at the photo walls. Some unable to be present
in person had photos and profiles on the walls to update
everyone.
Thanks go to families for their vision and support, to
students for presentations on the day, to staff for all
their hard work, to the IAS 50th Anniversary planning
committee for countless hours of preparation and to the
amazing volunteers of Ipswich and LifeSwich churches.
It was a wonderful occasion, honouring and praising our
faithful God Who continues to be ‘gracious to us, blessing
us and making His face shine upon us.’ Psalms 67:1.
ARTICLE BY NADIA GOLTZ & PHOTOS BY REUBEN PUNI

BIG CAMP

COLLAGE BY CHRIS FOOTE
PHOTOS BY CHARMAINE PATEL
& HUDSON OLIVER
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Health Alive at Big Camp
Big Camp 2018 proved positive for the South Queensland Health
team. Numbers participating in the Cross Country Challenge were
among the best on record. Around 90 attended the 6:15 am exercise
sessions in the Sports Centre, with numbers still over 50 at the end
of the week. Health Workshops by presenters including Geraldine
Przybylko, Dr Phil Rodionoff and Dr Terry Butler were also well
attended with 80 to 90 each day. Twenty three also graduated from
the Food Safety Certificate.
ARTICLE BY NEIL MARKS, PHOTOS BY CHARMAINE PATEL

Thank You for Collecting for ADRA
Every year we go out and brave the weather, and perhaps
our fear of knocking on a stranger’s door—but all for a good
cause. This cause? To help support the least of those amongst
us, both here in Australia and overseas. Sometimes it is hard
to see the fruits of our labour, but from the bottom of my
heart I would like reassure you that every dollar you collect
makes a big difference and I am truly grateful for your efforts.
The money raised through the ADRA Appeal remains the
primary funding source for all local ADRA projects such
as our meals programs, community food pantries, and also
assists with our emergency relief programs, community
centres and to support the many volunteers. The funds also
help to support ADRA’s varied projects overseas so they can
maintain their important support. Because of your efforts,
our projects are in a better position to continue and be the
hands and feet of Christ to those who need it most. And you
are a part of this too—in collecting for the ADRA Appeal you
are being Christ’s hands and feet in your communities.
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Once again, thank you very much for your efforts, your
willingness and your prayers. We could not do this without
you and for that we are truly grateful. Blessings to you all.
ARTICLE BY IRENA PULE, PHOTO BY OLIVIA HENSLEY
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Toowoomba TLC Festival
Toowoomba Central Church and Darling Downs
Christian School both participated in the 13th annual
TLC Festival held on Sunday 13 August, a cool, windy
winter’s day in Toowoomba’s Queens Park. The TLC,
or Toowoomba Languages and Cultures Festival is “an
annual celebration of the diversity in our community and
a showcase of talents and colour from across the world.”
(www.tlcfestival.com.au)

Andrew Kochanski, Australia and NZ Jump Start Literature
Evangelist Team Leader summed up the success of the day
when he observed that out of all similar events he had
attended where Adventist principles and resources were
promoted, the level of interest by people and openness
to the gospel on this day was greatest. “People will be in
heaven as a result of what we did today.”
ARTICLE BY EDDIE CRAIG, PHOTO BY EVA POLYVARS-PEERS

Displays presented by our church and school with free
books and literature were used to promote Adventist
Christian Education, the integration of the physical,
mental, social and spiritual development of the individual,
healthful living, a meaningful spiritual life, and to
introduce people to Christ.
Twenty-two volunteers manned our displays, engaging
in conversation with those expressing interest. A large
amount of literature including bibles, books on practical
Christian living such as Steps to Christ and God Has a
Home For You, and school promotional material was taken
by people engaging with the display. By lunch time, all the
children’s books on display had been given out, which
came as a positive surprise.
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Mustering the Mob at Monto
Every year we go out and brave the weather, and perhaps
our fear of knocking on a stranger’s door—but all for a
good cause. This cause? To help support the least of those
amongst us, both here in Australia and overseas. Sometimes
it is hard to see the fruits of our labour, but from the bottom
of my heart I would like reassure you that every dollar you
collect makes a big difference and I am truly grateful for
your efforts.
The money raised through the ADRA Appeal remains the
primary funding source for our local ADRA projects such
as our meals programs, our community food pantries, and
also assists with our emergency relief programs, community
centres and to support our many volunteers. The funds also
help to support our varied projects overseas so they can
maintain their important support. Because of your efforts,
our projects are in a better position to continue and be the
hands and feet of Christ to those who need it most. And you
are a part of this too—in collecting for the ADRA Appeal
you are being Christ’s hands and feet in your communities.
Once again, thank you very much for your efforts, your
willingness and your prayers. We could not do this without
you and for that we are truly grateful. Blessings to you all.
ARTICLE BY LYNETTE KELLY, PHOTO BY DAWN THYER

GROUNDSMAN—DARLING DOWNS CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
COMMENCING 2019
If you enjoy working outdoors, this could be the job
for you, with the position becoming available in 2019,
commencing early January.

Please email your application and supporting
documentation to the Business Manager, David Peers at
davidpeers@adventist.org.au

The successful applicant will work collaboratively with
the Business Manager to oversee the school grounds,
including the repair and maintenance of all physical plant
and equipment. The groundsman will be a motivated
person with relevant practical skills and experience in
grounds and property maintenance, and must ensure
compliance with policy and procedure and have a current
Working with Children Check (Blue Card).

A copy of the job description associated with the role
is available on request. Please note applications close
Monday, 5 November, 2018. Applicants must provide a
letter of application addressing the job requirements listed
above (max. 2 pages) and a current resume including the
contact details for 2 referees. All applicants must be able
to show that they have the legal right to work in Australia.
Darling Downs Christian School reserves the right to fill
this position at its discretion.

Applicants should be supportive of the mission and
values of Darling Downs Christian School, be teamfocused and committed to excellence.
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LANDSBOROUGH

SENIORS WEEK LUNCHEON

A HEALTHY INVITATION
On Sunday morning, 4 November,
from 10am to 12.30pm, Landsborough
Church are holding a special
community event in the Adventist
Community Centre, 27 Maleny Street,
Landsborough. This will include
vegetarian cooking demonstrations,
Dr John Clark speaking on “Cancer—
Is there Hope?” and a question and
answer time. The presentation will
feature nutrient-dense foods that help
fight cancer and other chronic diseases
such as diabetes, heart disease and
obesity. Dr Clark lectures on a wide
variety of lifestyle-related diseases and
conditions and is passionate about
improving the lives of others. You
are invited to come along and bring a
friend to a fun morning that includes
recipes, prizes and a “taste testing”
lunch. A catering donation of $6.50 is
welcomed. Bookings are essential, by
contacting Joanne 5494 7228, Lindsay
0407 114 156 or lindsaygrace60@gmail.
com
FATHER’S DAY COMMUNITY GIFTS

Landsborough’s Over 50’s group
hosted a free lunch in their community
centre as part of National Seniors’
Week, 18–26 August. Clients from
Glasshouse Country Care and several
community members were treated
to live entertainment from a group
of local Landsborough performers
and then a presentation by Australia
Zoo Wildlife Warriors. A two-course
vegetarian buffet lunch followed, and a
gold coin donation raised $200 for the
Wildlife Warriors organisation. The
church was pleased to connect with
and acknowledge the senior members
of the community.

brother & her mother to the waters of
baptism and also a young lady who had
been in a struggle between tradition
and salvation.
Praise God for the way He blessed,
especially through guest speaker David
Leo (Tasmanian Conference) who
passionately shared God’s Word. Please
keep these precious people in your
prayers as they continue their journey
with the Lord.
ARTICLE & PHOTO BY
GLENDA FETAUA’I-CRICHTON

PINE RIVERS
SPREADING THE GOSPEL WITH
GROCERIES, PIES & MILKSHAKES

ARTICLE BY CHARLES RUSSELL
PHOTO BY CHRISTINA RUSSELL

LOGAN CENTRAL
SAMOAN
JESUS CHRIST—THE ONE & ONLY

Landsborough
Church
members
helped celebrate Father’s Day by
sharing gifts of strawberry punnets to
fathers in the community around the
church. “The Adventist Church,” says
Charles Russell (pictured with Sue
Dixon), “recognises and appreciates the
important role that fathers play in the
family and in the community.”
ARTICLE BY CHARLES RUSSELL
PHOTO BY CHRISTINA RUSSELL

This was the theme of a recent twoweek outreach campaign in our
Church. In the weeks leading up to
the campaign, the Church has hosted
special guest Sabbaths, inviting local
community, family and friends to join
them in worship. Through sharing
God’s Word and His wondrous love, six
people professed faith in Jesus Christ.
These included a young couple battling
life’s temptations, a daughter with great
faith who led the way for her younger

One of the ‘Neighbourhood Outreach
Initiatives’ of Pine Rivers Church
(located on the Watson Park property)
is to staff and operate services such as
the Big Camp Store, Pie Shop and IceCreamery. The objectives are more than
providing a competitive convenience
to camp attendees (rather than lining
the pockets of the big supermarkets),
by also generating funds for local and
overseas outreach programs. Pine
Rivers folk really appreciated your
patronage and support as you helped to
“spread the gospel with groceries” and
look forward to catching up next Big
Camp.
ARTICLE BY VAL MARSHALL
PHOTO BY CHRIS FOOTE

   7

FOCUS | OCTOBER 2018

AROUND THE CHURCHES

CABOOLTURE

GYMPIE

HERVEY BAY

CELEBRATING 50 AND 30 YEARS

ABUNDANT LIVING MINISTRY

COMMUNITY RESPONDS TO
SURVEY

On Sabbath, 3 November, Caboolture
members will be celebrating two
milestones—and you are invited!
2018 marks 50 years of existing as a
church, and 30 years of meeting on
the current campus (55 Caboolture
River Rd, Morayfield). The special
worship service will start at 10am, and
a fellowship lunch follows!

They say “there is no such thing as a
free lunch”, however, the “Abundant
Living Ministry” (ALM) team at
Gympie commenced a ‘No Obligation
Free Meal’ in September of 2017,
and have been running monthly ever
since. Seven people accepted the
invitation the first Sunday, as a result
of promotion through a regularly
run market stall. Since starting, the
attendance has increased as barriers
have gradually broken down and
friendships formed.

GLENVALE
HOMELESS FOR A NIGHT
The aim of ALM is to demonstrate a
healthier life-style, build bridges and
show others the love of Jesus. Fresh
produce is grown and donated by
supporting team members and recipes
of all dishes presented are shared.

On a very cold winter night, pastors
Casey and Jacob, along with Bree and
Anna—all Glenvale members—joined
a group of about 90 people to sleep
outdoors on the hard, cold concrete
of an industrial area in Toowoomba.
Three words describe their night:
freezing, uncomfortable, scary. The
group had chosen to be homeless
for a night, and were sponsored by
friends and church members to help
raise about $51,000 needed by Base
Services of Toowoomba, who operate
“The Basement Soup Kitchen.” Every
weekday their guests, the homeless
and impoverished of Toowoomba, are
served free meals. Glenvale members
volunteer there regularly each month.
ARTICLE BY GEOF FRAUENFELDER
PHOTO BY COLIN RYAN
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After a delicious vegan lunch, a
presentation is offered in simple
healthy living, promoting the physical,
mental and spiritual. Topics have
included hot and cold treatments,
poultices, charcoal remedies, massage
and exercise, the 8 laws of health—
NEWSTART, cough remedies, bread
making and first aid. Attendee
numbers continue to increase,
invitations have been received to visit
homes. There was also an opportunity
to help a lady relocate.
In July ALM founders admitted they
were once ‘entrepreneurs’ of the socalled ‘donut king franchise’, working
on average 13 hours a day, running
their health down, with no time
for family life! Then another more
powerful and wise King called them
to His service, to teach others about
healthy living, and show a better way.
ARTICLE & PHOTO BY SANDRA LEE

In both April and August church
members did some door knocking
(for three weeks in a row in each case)
with a ‘Community Needs Survey’
asking the question, “If our church
were to run these programs would you
attend?” Options included Vegetarian
Cooking Classes, Table Tennis Nights,
Community Dinners, a ‘Digital
Cocaine’ Seminar, Free Counselling
and Craft Classes.
Table Tennis nights have commenced
following purchase of an additional
two tables, run fortnightly on Thursday
evenings with some community
members having attended. Two
community dinners—in May and
August—were well attended by church
members, friends & neighbours. In
August, nineteen attended who were
not members.
The Digital Cocaine program, welladvertised in local papers and by
letterboxing was held on Sunday 2
September, with good attendance
including 11 non-members.
Craft classes have been a constant
Monday morning event for years with
most of the 20–25 average attendees
coming
from
the
community.
Vegetarian Cooking classes held once a
quarter and are also well attended with
around 20, some from the community.
It has a positive effect on our Church to
be engaged regularly in our community.
ARTICLE & PHOTO BY KAREN WILLIAMS
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NORTHPINE CHRISTIAN
COLLEGE
FEELING GOD’S PRESENCE

Students from Northpine participate
in a year-long wellbeing program
called Challenge—The Next Step. The
program fosters the development of
Resilience, Respect and Responsibility
through practical, life changing
classes and events throughout the
year. The nurture of children on
their pathway towards adulthood is
a key focus, ensuring they are guided
physically, mentally, socially and,
most importantly, spiritually. A key
component is a “Survival Camp”, with
teams facing challenging situations in
the great outdoors, developing handson problem solving skills.
Camp concludes with an extended
solo period, shifting in focus to allow
for deep reflection on learnings; to
consider who they are and what they
want to become as young men and
women. This also allows for students
to be in solitude and silence, clearing
their minds in order to be able to pray,
hear God and feel His presence. One
Year 9 student reflected during this
solo time:
“In starting to write this, I had woken
from a little nap, looked around, and
then looked back on the book and
a small gust of wind blew it open
to this page. I stared at it for a good
ten minutes before picking up the
pencil. Right now I can see beautiful
mountains and valleys on the other
side of the lake. I can see a campsite
in which my fellow classmates
and I have been

sleeping. I can see a cloudless blue sky
with a small bright dot. But what I pick
up on most are two birds huddling
together on the ground near me. I was
confused. I am confused with a lot of
things still. But I’m now clear on one
thing, GOD is REAL! I can see Him in
the water; I can see Him in the clouds;
I can see Him on the mountains; I can
see Him in the sky and in the sun (even
though it hurts). Most of all I can see
God in the two birds. I was talking to
God earlier and asked: God, I’ve never
really talked to you before but I really
want to know if you are there? Give
me something to see so I know you are
there. I opened my eyes and guess what
I saw? GOD! In his true form! Valleys,
hills, plains, lakes, skies, oceans, seas.
Beauty in the marvel of creation! I
would sketch the birds but they flew
away after seeing me. Instead I will
draw the mountains. You teachers
throw one heck of a camp!”
ARTICLE BY DUSTIN DEVER
PHOTO BY DARRYL HOBSON

YEAR 8’S TAKE LEAP OF FAITH

just some activities Northpine students
can experience.
Encouraged to step outside their
comfort zones in a challenging but safe
and supportive environment, students
develop resilience in an ever changing
and challenging world.
Well done to all students who took the
leap of faith, backing over the precipice
or scaling the rock face in search of that
adrenaline rush, learning new skills
and pushing themselves further than
ever before.
ARTICLE BY DUSTIN DEVER
PHOTOS BY DARRYL HOBSON

During the final week of Term 2, Year
8 Outdoor Education students took a
50 metre leap of faith off the summit
of Mt Ngungun in the Glass House
Mountains. Outdoor Education is an
elective subject in Years 8 and 9. It gives
students outstanding opportunities
to get outside and into nature.
The activities of mountain-biking,
orienteering, rock climbing, abseiling
and canoeing are
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Gold Coast Christian College—Students
Serve at RENEW
Helen Threlfo, Women’s Ministry Director, expressed the
importance of younger women being empowered to engage
in RENEW, the annual Women’s Ministries Conference,
held 25–26 May. After receiving an invitation to organise
the music, teacher Kimberley Waring enlisted students
from Gold Coast Christian College. Tehana Stevens was
on keyboard, Hariahna De Lemons and Indianna Lawson
on vocals, Chelsea Halliwell-Herbert on box drum and a
2017 graduate, Jess Fogarty singing and playing guitar.
With an acoustic set planned, the group practiced for 5
weeks leading up to the event. It was evident the students
were excited to be a part of this incredible worship
experience.
God’s spirit moved the group as they lead in worship at the
RENEW Conference. Many women affirmed the students,
their hard work, especially witnessing young women so
actively involved in church. As their teacher, Kimberley
said she could not be prouder of them, seeing them using

their talents to worship God. The group were delighted to
receive an invitation to participate again next year.
ARTICLE BY KIMBERLEY WARING
PHOTO BY LYN BENNETT

Ipswich Adventist School—Year 6 Joins
with JOY Club
time, JOY Club joined with students and their teacher,
for a bus excursion to Wivenhoe Lake. Morning tea
overlooking the waters of Wivenhoe Lake, was followed by
an exploration of the surrounding area. Students shared
their Auslan skills by teaching the seniors some sign
language and awarding chocolates during the snap quiz
that followed the lesson.

Year 6 students enjoyed combining with JOY Club
members for an excursion on Monday, 3 September. JOY
Club is a community seniors group that meet monthly in
Ipswich Adventist Church’s hall for fellowship. But this
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Lunch at the renowned Fernvale Bakery completed a
fantastic day, with students deepening their connections
as they listened to the senior’s stories and enjoyed each
other’s company. A great example of IAS students taking
opportunity to SHINE school values and be a centre of
influence supporting the community.
ARTICLE & PHOTO BY NADIA GOLTZ
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