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LUTHER’S LEGACY AND ADVENTIST FAITH
October 31, 2017, marked the 500th
anniversary of the birth of the Protestant Reformation. An Augustinian
monk who had become a university
lecturer, Martin Luther nailed his
“95 Theses” to the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg, Germany,
and in so doing sparked the fire of
reform that changed the Christian
world forever.
His theses essentially challenged the Roman Church over the
practice of selling indulgences, which had become a cashcow for Pope Leo X in his attempt to progress the building
of St Peter’s Basilica in Rome. Anti-Rome sentiment in Germany ran high, with a sense that things were not right with
the Church, and something needed to be done about it. Luther became a popular figure amongst the common people,
as his “95 Theses” were translated into German (from Latin)
and circulated quickly with the help of the newly developed
printing process.
One of the eventual outcomes of Luther’s initial break with
the Roman Catholic Church was the plethora of Christian
churches we have today. Break after break continued in the
ensuing years, over many and various doctrinal beliefs and
emphasises. Baptism, the Lord’s Supper, church governance,
God’s sovereignty and humanity’s free will—the list of doctrinal variation goes on and on. Most figures suggest that
there are now more than 30,000 different Protestant denominations, each one adhering to a particular concept of what
it means to be Christian, and what beliefs one should hold!

Out of this number emerges the church we call ours, the Seventh-day Adventist Church.
And God raised up our Church—yes,
your Church—for a special purpose!
What is the legacy that Luther left us, Seventh-day Adventists in South Queensland,
500 years and thousands of kilometres on
from the turmoil that was unleased by his
actions? Well, a number of things could
be mentioned, but the motto of the Lutheran Reformation would be prominent
and foundational. The Latin letters, VDMA, which stand for
Verbum Domini Manet in Aeternu: “The Word of the Lord
Endures Forever.”
This motto is based on the words of Peter: “The grass withers
and the flowers fall, but the word of the Lord endures forever” (1 Peter 1:24, 25, quoting from Isaiah).
Popes come and popes go, prime ministers come and prime
ministers go, nations rise and nations fall, and the latest “fad”
may not last long—but the Word of the Lord endures forever!
Praise God that our Church is based squarely on God’s enduring, eternal Word. It is our only rule of faith and practice,
the means by which we measure and assess everything else.
And yes, as Luther discovered, it teaches that we are saved by
the wonderful grace bestowed on us by our loving God.
His Word endures forever.
PASTOR BRETT TOWNEND
CONFERENCE PRESIDENT
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Grey Nomads Told To Saddle Up
Our conference president recently attended the
Grey Nomads Camp in Jindabyne as guest speaker. At the request of the South New South Wales
Conference, the theme was “A Teachable Spirit”,
based on a combination of Brett’s experience as
horse trainer and student of God’s Word. Themes
like forgiveness, confidence and rest were presented through working with a partly broken
brumby who responded willingly to the unforced
methods based on mutual understanding.
PASTOR COLIN RENFREW, GENERAL SECRETARY

WE’RE SAFE AND SOUND HERE

Australia promotes a national campaign of health and safety
awareness every October as together we celebrate Safe Work
Month. The October Risk Management and Safety Newsletter, issued by the SQLD Conference Risk Management department, discussed Safe Work Month as the main focus at
our sites throughout October, sharing resources and providing suggestions on how to promote this event. How did your
church or workplace celebrate Safe Work Month?
At the Administration and Resourcing Centre, we booked
Wednesday, October 18, as our day to celebrate together as an
office. A healthy afternoon tea was prepared for staff, where we
gathered together in the function room to watch a few “funny” safety videos and participated in a short safety trivia quiz,
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just to keep everyone on their toes. The meeting ended with
a brief discussion between our President, General Secretary,
HR Coordinator and Compliance Manager, who each shared
their most important reason for Work Health and Safety. The
discussion also considered Philippines 2:4, John 13:34-35 and
1 Peter 4:10, and their relevance to the concept of Workplace
Health and Safety. The celebration concluded with communion over a summertime fruit salad before heading back to
work. Remember to “Work safe for the moments that matter.
What’s your most important reason for work health and safety?” (Worksafe Queensland Government).
ASHLEY BAKAY
COMPLIANCE MANAGER
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What Was, What Is, What Is to Be
“Fearfully and wonderfully made,” declared the psalmist
(Psalm 139:14). Our creative God wove into human design
many amazing capabilities and processes. On Sabbath, November 4, 32 counsellors, people helpers and others participated in a spiritually-focused relationship workshop using
creative therapies. “It was a unique day,” reflected Pastor
Chris Foote, Director of Relationship Ministries, “and left us
thirsting for more times of reflection in the presence of our
infinite Lord.”

The Association of Adventist Counsellors (AAC) invited
Vicki Roubin, Brisbane-based Christian therapist to lead
participants on an art-based journey reflecting on their lives,
past, present and future. The creative exercises yielded powerful God-focused results, with all those present expressing
their enthusiastic appreciation at the conclusion of the day.
Half of those present were other than Adventist, continuing
the positive networking that AAC has achieved over several
years.
Recently appointed President of AAC Gayle Rusterholz, expressed her appreciation to Vicki for leading the group to take
such an insightful journey reflecting on the impact of God
in our lives. This is the final seminar for 2017, but more are
planned for 2018 for anyone interested. Like to get on the mailing list? Send a request via email to <aac.qld@gmail.com >.
PASTOR CHRIS FOOTE
RELATIONSHIP MINISTRIES DIRECTOR
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On The Road Again In 2017
ROAD TO BETHLEHEM
A walk-through story of the first Christmas when God sent
His Son, Jesus, to be born to a young couple living in Nazareth. The story is told creatively through dramatised scenes
in a way that captures the imagination of young and old, as
they join the travellers making their way to Bethlehem to see
the newborn king.
It’s an invitation to step back in time, to the dusty roads and
simple village life of Bethlehem. Meet the soldiers and walk
among the people of that era. Experience the sights and
smells, enter the drama, and witness the grace of God in giving His supreme gift to the world.
“Road to Bethlehem has become our new Christmas tradition. The kids love it and each year we take more of our
friends with us to see it”—Gordon and Louise, Beachmere
“Blown away. I’ve been to a lot of Christmas events over the
years—this full-body immersion walking through a guided
tour of the scenes is breathtaking and truly memorable. Book
in and bring everyone you can!”—Catherine, Pine Rivers
Road to Bethlehem’s beginnings
Road to Bethlehem began in 1995 in Melbourne when a
church pastor had a dream to share the real story of Christmas with his community. Since then, Melbourne’s Road to

Bethlehem has
grown to host
around 17,000
visitors
each
year.
Similar
events have also
started in various locations across Australia and New Zealand with the same vision to share the real story of Christmas
with people everywhere. Brisbane’s Road to Bethlehem began
in 2012 with the vision of Wendy Gillespie and her team. For
her courage and inspiration, we are truly thankful.
Brisbane Road to Bethlehem, December 11-13, 2017
(see page 16)
Brisbane Road to Bethlehem is organised completely by volunteers—around 300 in all—and comes as a free gift to the
community. We are grateful for donations and support from
visitors, the generosity of the many donors who believe in
our cause, and for the support we receive from Watson Park,
Northpine Christian College and the Seventh-day Adventist
Church in South Queensland. We are also immensely thankful to the people of Adventist churches across Brisbane for
their faithful support in volunteering time and energy in
making this event possible.
PASTOR RUSSELL WILLCOCKS

SABBATH SCHOOL FOR LIFE LIFT-OFF!

Sabbath school is an ideal environment for spiritual growth,
relationship building and mission impact, and this new framework takes members and visitors alike on an exciting journey
of becoming more like Jesus in every way. With the implementation of three simple yet vitally important elements into
Sabbath school time—Care, Share and Prayer—the Sabbath
School for Life resource seeks to breathe life back into Sabbath
school and make it a place where everyone wants to be.
The new resource also shares insights into how to make the
Bible study component of Sabbath school fresh, exciting and
relevant to those members in your class or group, and includes
a biblical application time where the Bible isn’t just studied but
is lived out in the lives of the members of the group.
Ellen White wrote, “The Sabbath school should be the place
where, through a living connection with God, men and women, youth and children, may be so fitted up that they shall be
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a strength and blessing to the church.
They should help the
church upward and
onward, as far as it
lies in their ability,
going from strength
to greater strength”
(Testimonies on Sabbath-School Work,
page 92).
So let us do all we can
to breathe life into
our Sabbath schools here in South Queensland as we continue to shape for mission. If you didn’t pick up your copy of the
Sabbath School for Life booklet from the Discipleship stand
in the Expo hall at Big Camp, contact Greg or Olivia in the
Sabbath School department who will be more than happy to
assist you in sending out a copy of the guide or visit <https://
disciple.org.au/projects/sabbath-school-life/> where you will
also find the booklet and training videos.
PASTOR GREG PRATT

Conference Stock

On the first Sabbath of Big Camp, Christian Copaceanu, Director for the Australian Union Conference (AUC), Personal
Ministry and Sabbath School assisted in launching the Sabbath
School for Life resource a combined initiative of the AUC and
local conference Sabbath School departments.

CONFERENCE NEWS

Get To The Point

“I have never been with a more enthusiastic, passionate and
committed group. The worship and enthusiasm as we opened
the conference on Monday night was electric,” one of the keynote presenters stated.
The groups of chaplains from all conferences across Australia
expressed their appreciation for the opportunity to attend the
conference and the sense of affirmation and support they felt
from South Pacific Division, AUC (major financial contributors to the event) and local conference administrations.
“This has been a most excellent program of team building,
resourcing, fun, creativity and inspiration in a worshipful atmosphere,” reported guest presenter, Peter Roennfeldt. “The
Australian chaplaincy team showed that they are a very, very
committed and talented team of ministers.”

Disciple-making was central to the agenda. Dr Roennfeldt
conveyed to those present the key ideas of his book Following
Jesus. He also shared on how to motivate students, teachers
and parents to become disciples of Jesus who multiply and
build.
The school-and-church connection was also a main theme
discussed using forums and TED Talks given by those currently serving in campus churches.
Trafford Fischer shared basic skills in counselling, as well as
great insights into how to gain best traction in the mentoring
and coaching of students and staff.
All in attendance were appreciative of the presentations delivered by some of our best and most experienced personnel in the areas of education ministry and pastoral ministry:
Brendan Pratt, Daron Pratt, Dean Bennetts, Nimrod Maua,
Tony Kent, Brock Goodall, Leighton Heise, Ritchie Reid,
Sharon Harrington, and Neil and Sarah Redman.
AUC EDUCATION AND MINISTRY DEPARTMENTS
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AUC Education and Ministry Departments

Stuarts Point was the venue for the first ever Australian Adventist School Chaplain’s Conference. It was held from October 23-26 and was kicked off by Australian Union Conference
Education Director, Dr Daryl Murdoch. He began by celebrating the past achievements of school chaplaincy, and casting the
vision for Adventist schools across Australia and how chaplaincy roles can actively and deliberately support this vision.
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LEADERS FOR LIFE
The South Queensland Conference Discipleship and Young
Adult Departments, led by Pastor Greg Pratt and Pastor Alina van Rensburg respectively, have teamed up and launched a
Small Group and Sabbath School “Leaders Life Group” series.
This series is aimed at all Sabbath school and small-group
leaders, and also for those want to start a group. The purpose
of this initiative is to equip and resource local church leaders,
and to provide an opportunity to connect with other leaders.
The first gathering was hosted on Monday night, October 30,
and will continue fortnightly for another two sessions. Leaders
have been invited to attend in person at the SQLD Adventist
Administration and Resourcing Centre in Spring Hill, Brisbane or online via an interactive web platform called “Zoom”.
We believe that Life Groups/Sabbath School Groups are the
heartbeat of our church. They provide opportunities to connect, build authentic relationships, share in acts of service
and mission, dig deeper into the Word and grow together.
These Life Group sessions aim to:
 Inspire and equip leaders with practical skills and strategies.
 Teach and model leadership through various experiences.
 Provide opportunities to dig deeper into the Word.
 Encourage leaders to breathe new life into their Small
Group or Sabbath School.
During the first “Leaders Life Group” session, it was incredible to have so many of our leaders gathered together, being
inspired, challenged, sharing life and getting into the Word.
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We raised significant questions such as:
 How are we raising up the next generation of leaders?
 How are we developing and discipling those within our
group?
 How are we intentionally building community?
 Do we have an input-output structure? Are we being
filled and are we filling others?
 Do we create time and space to launch new Sabbath
schools or life groups? How can we make this work within our current structure?
Pastor Greg also discussed the importance of creating a welcome culture in our groups, and provided practical strategies for
achieving this. The session concluded with leaders participating
in a Life Group Bible Reading themselves, using Peter Roennfeldt’s “Following Jesus” Discovery Bible Reading bookmark.
If we want to see our church come alive, Spirit-filled Life
Groups/Sabbath School Groups must be at the centre. They
are the heartbeat of our church. Ultimately, leadership is discipleship. We want to gather and grow together as leaders, so
that each of us can become disciples who multiply disciples.
We are so excited to see how the Spirit is going to move during this series and in our local Churches.
For more information, please contact Olivia Hensley:
Phone 07 3218 7777
E-mail: <oliviahensley@adventist.org,au>.
PASTOR GREG PRATT AND PASTOR ALINA VAN RENSBURG
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The Nature Connection
We need to connect with nature more than we do!

From a wellness perspective, the healing power of connecting with nature can be experienced in body, mind and spirit.
In 1905, Ellen White wrote: “The sick need to be brought
into close touch with nature. An outdoor life amid natural
surroundings would work wonders for many a helpless and
almost hopeless invalid. . . . The pure air, the glad sunshine,
the flowers and trees, the orchards and vineyards, and outdoor exercise amid these surroundings are health-giving,
life-giving” (The Ministry of Healing, pages 262, 264).

“As the stock are slowly stringing, Clancy rides behind
them singing.
For the drover’s life has pleasures that the townsfolk
never know.
And the bush hath friends to meet him, and their kindly
voices greet him
In the murmur of the breezes and the river on its bars.
And he sees the vision splendid of the sunlit plains
extended,
And at night the wond’rous glory of the everlasting stars.”
(A.B. [Banjo] Patterson, “Clancy of the Overflow”)

“I go to nature to be soothed and healed and to have my senses put in order,” said American naturalist and essayist John
Burroughs (1837-1921), and as he grew older, he stated, “The
longer I live, the more my mind dwells on the beauty and
wonder of the world.”

It has been written that nature “diverts the attention of the sick
from themselves to God. Surrounded by His wonderful works,
their minds are uplifted from the things that are seen to the
things that are unseen” (The Ministry of Healing, page 265).

There is something inspiring about being in the wild. To see
the stark, rugged beauty of the Flinders Ranges by morning
or late afternoon light, or to look out over the vast, beautiful flood plains and escarpments of Ubirr Rock in Kakadu
National Park can take your breath away. No wonder Paul
wrote, that through everything God has made we can see His
invisible qualities—His eternal power and divine nature (see
Romans 1:20).

In our attempts to better our own health or help others better
theirs, let’s not forget to connect with the healing power that is
in God’s second book, the book of nature. As one reads the inspiring comments that men and women have written about the
natural world, we repeatedly come across such words as wonder,
beauty, awe, healing, strength, energy, peace, quietness, restoration, inspiration, uplift . . . Is it any wonder that such a majestic
agency can restore wellness to body, mind and spirit?

After spending countless hours watching over sheep under
the stars of the Palestinian night sky, David could write: “The
heavens proclaim the glory of God. The skies display his
craftsmanship. Day after day they continue to speak; night after night they make him known. They speak without a sound
or word; . . . Yet their message has gone throughout the earth,
and their words to all the world” (Psalm 19:1-4, TLV).

Finally, the words of John Muir (1838-1914), the great Scottish-American naturalist, author, environmental philosopher
and pioneering advocate for the preservation of wilderness:
“Climb the mountains and get their good tidings. Nature’s
peace will flow into you as sunshine flows into trees. The winds
will blow their freshness into you and the storms their energy,
while cares will drop off like autumn leaves.”

Job in his suffering echoed David’s sentiments: “Just ask the
animals, and they will teach you; Ask the birds of the sky, and
they will tell you. Speak to the earth, and it will instruct you.
Let the fish in the sea speak to you. . . . For the life of every
living thing is in His hand” (Job 12:7-10, TLV).

And possibly inspired by the words of Jesus in Mathew 4:4, he
also wrote, “Everybody needs beauty as well as bread, places to
pray in and play in, where nature may heal and give strength
to body and soul.”
PASTOR NEIL MARKS, DIRECTOR OF HEALTH MINISTRIES

max brown—Free images

Rachel Carlson (1907-1964) is an American marine biologist, author of the 1962 book, Silent Spring, which helped
launch the modern environmental movement, and is perhaps the finest nature writer of the 20th century. She wrote,
“Those who contemplate the beauty of the earth find reserves
of strength that will endure as long as life lasts.” She also stated, “There is something infinitely healing in the repeated refrains of nature—the assurance that dawn comes after night
and spring after winter.”

And yes, even in this sunburnt, ragged land of ours, the wonder
and beauty of the great outdoors has been
captured by the poet:
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On Purpose For A Purpose
Looking across the grasslands, eager eyes surveyed the landscape. Suddenly a roar rips through the air; there it is, a lion!
It approaches . . . looks but moves on. The dry ground in
front starts to tremble . . . a horn protrudes from the long sun
bleached grass, a large grey head quickly follows; its eyes dart
in our direction. The rhino charges, gaining speed with every
stride. It looms into view now only metres away, its horn and
head go straight through us. Cheerful squeals ring out from
the different rooms, balanced by the occasional gasp of either
shock or excitement . . . it’s hard to know, maybe both.
It was a great day of experiencing what the future may hold in
the area of technology. October 22 saw a busload of quizzical
Murri kids arrive at the venue ready for a new adventure, at
Holoverse on the Gold Coast for the first time.
“What are we doing?” was the question. Some thought
we were flying, others swimming with fish, and still others
thought we were playing on computers—they were all correct—kind of! Holoverse is a hologram entertainment centre, where kids get to experience the latest in virtual and augmented reality. This is how we were able to see lions roar,
elephants and rhinos charge at us, without suffering a scratch!
Later, our afternoon was spent down by the beach where kids
tested themselves against the pounding waves. A game of
touch football—a group favourite—was soon in full swing;
a quick sidestep and the ball was again placed down over the
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makeshift try line and everyone left the arena a winner.
At DreamTrack, we are always advocating to our kids how
important it is to prepare for what the future holds and how
much brighter it will be with them living out their lives with
purpose in it.
Grim lifestyle and wellbeing statistics still dog our indigenous community, particularly the young, in this country.
DreamTrack continues to strive to address the issues our indigenous young people live with on a daily basis. DreamTrack
is that ministry arm of our church that will work with these
young people and share the message with them that they
were created on purpose for a purpose.
JARED POLAND, DREAMTRACK COORDINATOR

CONFERENCE NEWS

BUNDABERG
GENI HAD US IN STITCHES

Geni with her much loved sewing machine and one of her many charity quilts
being sewn together piece by piece.
When you walk into Geni Kupic’s sewing room, you can’t help but notice the
creative and colourful array of quilts,
some finished and others still a loving
work in progress.
Geni studied clothing manufacturing in
1994 but following a family trauma had
stopped sewing for more than 10 years.
Through the Excelsior Club, formed at
the St Andrews Seventh-day Adventist
Church after the devastating 2013 Bundaberg floods, Geni was encouraged
to unpack her sewing machine and get
busy, decorating hessian shopping bags
to sell for charity. The money raised
was used to purchase Christmas hampers for those in need in the Bundaberg
community. Geni quickly progressed to
making quilts, but the question arose,
“What could I do with them all?”
Since then, Geni has made and gifted
some 30 quilts, including sleeping bags
for babies at the 3 Angels Orphanage in
Nepal run by Asian Aid. Most materials
have been kindly donated and the Excelsior Club members fundraise to cover the cost of postage.
Michelle Thomas, Excelsior Club coordinator explains, “The Club was formed
in response to a need highlighted after
the floods; people in the Bundaberg
community feeling lonely and isolated.
It’s a safe environment where people

come together sharing in conversation
over a cuppa. Geni’s quilt project has
encouraged working together as a team
and caring for one another.”

present. On Sabbath, December 9, the
Church of Christ members will worship
with us and our youth will be coordinating the worship time.

Not only does Geni give of her time
and skills but, through her social media
connections, she has encouraged other
quilters to make quilts for the orphanage, forming a social network of charity
sewers from Brisbane to as far away as
America.

ARTICLE AND PHOTO BY PASTOR WILLIE
STRICKLAND

CALOUNDRA
MOORE SEARCH FOR THE TRUTH

Geni says, “Sewing quilts for 3 Angels
Orphanage has given me purpose for
my life again. Not only am I helping
the children, I’m learning new quilting
skills and techniques with the help of a
friend.”
ARTICLE AND PHOTO BY TAMMY HOWSE

BRISBANE COOK ISLANDS
A CHURCH FULL OF GREAT COOKS

The Brisbane Cook Islands Group have
been holding their Sabbath services at
the Church of Christ building in Annerley and a favourable relationship has
been established. Early this year, elder
Rita Pakoti approached their leaders,
Hazel and Lyle, with the idea of joining
together for worship, singing and lunch.
On Sunday, October 15, both congregations met together for a wonderful
day. The Brisbane Cook Island Group
coordinated the worship time with our
children presenting songs and reciting
their Bible verses and the Church of
Christ family offering prayer and other
elements to make the day a memorable one. A lunch was provided by our
church families encouraging further
relationship building between those

Caloundra newcomer Zoe Moore, was
exposed as a child to Anglican beliefs
but could not believe in the “unloving”
God portrayed there, consigning unrepentant sinners to eternal torment
in hellfire. Her own observations, Bible study and reasoning convinced her
that God is loving and ready to guide
everybody to the best outcomes in
life. Eventually, Zoe set out to locate a
Christian denomination that knows the
true God. How to find one? The internet, of course! Online, Zoe learned the
Adventist story and checked its fundamental beliefs. Convinced she was
on the right track, a phone call to our
Pastor Scott Wareham led to in-depth
Bible studies and Sabbath attendance at
Caloundra Adventist church. The result
was that on Sabbath, October 21, Zoe
was baptised by Pastor Wareham and
welcomed into membership by her new
Church family and friends. Welcome,
Zoe!
ARTICLE BY KEN DOVE AND PHOTO BY
BARBARA DOVE
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AROUND THE CHURCHES

LANDSBOROUGH
TAKING IT TO THE STREETS—THE
HEALTHY WAY

CABOOLTURE
Our church was recently invited to set
up a display at a community event celebrating Glasshouse Country. The regular event draws thousands of visitors
to Beerwah in the Sunshine Coast Hinterland. Our display emphasised our
church’s focus on health and wellbeing.
A small team of church members engaged with people throughout the afternoon and evening with vegetarian food
samples, recipe handouts, free massage,
blood pressure checks, a Sanitarium
food hamper competition, health and
spiritual literature and specially made
church show bags.
There was keen interest in our vegetarian food samples with many people
expressing an interest in attending our
upcoming cooking demonstrations.
We were also able to engage with many
people in spiritual and lifestyle conversations. One lady took the boxed set of
Beyond the Search DVDs and expressed
interest in attending our church the following Sabbath.
Each member of our team had stories
to tell about the engaging conversations
they had with the community. Hundreds of show bags were given away,
many pieces of literature were taken,
lots of interests were expressed in our
church programs and many connections were made with people. God
seems to bless our church most as we
follow Christ’s method alone in reaching others.
ARTICLE AND PHOTO BY CHARLES
RUSSELL
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GIMME FIVE
August 19 saw five young people baptised at Bunya Creek Crossing on the
north side of Brisbane. The five were a
small group who have been studying all
year on Monday afternoons after school
with Pastor Russell Willcocks. Those
baptised were; Emily Chester, Eilidh
Meighan, Payton Willcocks, Genevieve
Dennis and Kalon Tams.
Each of them gave a powerful testimony of their desire to live fully for Jesus
Christ and spoke of their commitment
to encourage each other. Around 300
family members, friends and school
friends had come to celebrate and witness the event.

ARTICLE AND PHOTOS BY CABOOLTURE
CHURCH

GYMPIE
SIGNS OF THE
GYMPIE TIMES
In
December,
2016, the Gympie
Times published
a front-page article naming Gympie in the “Top 20
Heaviest Towns
in Australia” list!
However, earlier
this year Gympie Church hosted a pro-

gram where founder/presenter Peter
Pratt ran a series of meetings over 12
weeks known as “The Diabetic Health
Clinic” (DHC) turning many lives
around in the process. Approximately
200 kilogramss were shed in total by the
end of the program, and some participants were able to discontinue medication they had been taking for years—
with their doctor’s monitoring.
It was an inspiration and joy to watch
as week by week they literally bounded through the front door, grinning
from ear to ear, telling of their progress throughout the week. Some were
moved to tears as they spoke of their
appreciation of the program, and one
lady stated, “You have given me back
my husband”! So enthused and thankful were the participants that the Gympie Diabetes Support Group has been
formed to support them month by
month to remain on track with their
new chosen lifestyle.
The Support Group welcomes new
members and meets the first Sunday of
each month in the church hall to share
a meal, learn further health education,
taste and share new recipes, and to network with others who have the same
goals, and who are going through similar changes. Those who simply want to
change to a healthier diet or lose weight
are finding the Sunday evening meetings, run by Cathy Kerkvliet, informative
and encouraging. Approximately 20-30
participants are attending each month,
half of them other than Adventist.
ARTICLE BY SANDRA LEE AND PHOTO BY
CATHY KERKVLIET

AROUND THE CHURCHES

YANDINA
MIA (MINISTRIES IN ACTION!)

TOOWOOMBA
PARTY TIME IN TOOWOOMBA

The stall at the 2017 annual Yandina Street Fair proved to be another
successful and eventful project for
the Yandina Church Personal Ministries team. A variety of potted herbs,
approximately 300, were sold on the
day to cover the cost of running the
stall. Three hundred free gift packs,
which included The Great Hope and
YouTurn, both of which are available
from the ABC, were handed out to
the attending public. The Great Hope,
as most Adventists would be aware,
is an adaptation from The Great Controversy. It is particularly relevant to
the global uncertainties being portrayed in today’s media! You-Turn by
Hans Diehl and Aileen Ludington is
also a timely publication. It is a well
presented compact booklet covering
the “understanding, preventing, and
reversing of lifestyle diseases”. Liza
Slater, Yandina’s Personal Ministries
leader, paid tribute to the excellent
support received from church members in the setting up and running
of the stall at the fair. She also acknowledged the support being given
by church members for the ongoing
supply of food items and backpack
beds for locally homeless and disadvantaged people.
ARTICLE AND PHOTO BY BRIAN SODEMAN

Early this month, Prophetica hit Toowoomba. When it did, so too did a team
of dedicated literature evangelists, determined to do their part in spreading the
good news to the community. Prophetica is a unique evangelistic community
event created by local church member
and clever entrepreneur Julian Archer.
It was during the weekend that our Book
Party literature evangelists (LEs), Serah
Kewa, Dianne Godfrey and Sone Mariner, as part of the Prophetica team, were
given space to “show and tell” all those
in attendance the resources available
for learning more about Jesus and the
Adventist message. The LEs set up their
on-site display, demonstrating how the
whole Book Party idea unfolds. The Lord
truly blessed, with $1534 worth of materials sold, 13 Book Parties scheduled with
nine of these parties being requested by
non-Adventist families. It is planned that
all parties will be held before Christmas
giving people opportunity to secure gifts
for family, loved ones and friends that
will educate for a lifetime.
Helen, a contact from a previous Book
Party was an attendee at Prophetica and
thoroughly enjoyed the whole weekend. She commented that she would
like to study the Bible, especially to gain
more of an understanding of the biblical
prophecies. She conceded she needed to
understand better what was happening
in the world and why, so she could communicate it to her family.

Joan, another Book Party contact, returned home with literature on what
happens when you die. Her husband
died recently and she believes that he
hops in bed with her every night! Joan
has lots of questions, and she too agrees
that she really needs to study her Bible in
order to gain a clearer understanding of
its teachings.
Max arrived at Prophetica after being
given a leaflet by a Jump Start literature
evangelist. He enjoyed Prophetica very
much and is looking forward to further
Bible studies. Max is keenly interested in
prophecy and has booked a Book Party
before Christmas. He continues to be
driven by an urgency to know the truth!
Book Parties extend our boundaries of
influence into the community, as current
contacts invite their friends, neighbours
and families to their parties. The literature evangelists have specifically been
praying the prayer of Jabez and God is
answering that prayer!
Prophetica illustrated the value of various methods of evangelism working in
concert. “In working for perishing souls
you have the companionship of angels.
Thousands upon thousands, and ten
thousand times ten thousand angels are
waiting to cooperate with members of
our churches in communicating the light
that God has so generously given, that a
people may be prepared for the coming
of the Lord” (Colporteur Ministry, page
110).
ARTICLE AND PHOTOS BY WENDY KENT
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IPSWICH ADVENTIST SCHOOL
THE NEW BIBLE BELT

of Jesus in the words they read and to
be able to share God’s love with their
friends and family.
We pray that we can find a way to continue with this new initiative with each
upcoming Year 4 class. We look forward
to students being able to not only take
their Bibles as a special keepsake when
they graduate from IAS but also to have
opportunity to continue to read their
Bible daily.

During Week of Worship earlier this
year, students were invited to make a
commitment to Jesus by welcoming
Him into their hearts, accepting Him
as their Saviour and getting to know
Him better through Bible study. All of
the students who indicated an interest
have been followed up individually by
a chaplain affirming them in their decision. Year 4, 5 and 6 students were invited to express their interest to participate
in regular Bible studies with the chaplains throughout the year with many
responding, keen to know more about
Jesus. Year 5 and 6 students have weekly
Bible studies and Year 4 students have
Bible lessons with the school chaplains.
In the past, students have used a class
set of Bibles for these studies, however,
this year, students in the Year 4 and 5
class have been gifted with their own
personal Bible to use at school during
Bible studies and class worship. This
means they are able to highlight verses important to them, mark interesting
passages and access their Bible as needed during the school day.
Many students did not own a Bible or
have access to one at home, so we are
excited to minister to students in such a
special way. We hope to instil a lifelong
love of reading the Bible, to find the love
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ARTICLE AND PHOTOS BY NADIA GOLTZ

DARLING DOWNS
CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
STILL SURVIVING AFTER 6 YEARS
OF FASTING

was the overall winner with 33 sponsors,
raising more than $530.
These funds will help rescue and rehabilitate approximately 41 young girls to
have a better life. “Project Safe Haven”
rescues these girls, providing them with
a safe place to heal while at the same time
giving skills of reading and writing, as
well as how to operate a cottage industry.
They can have a brighter future and don’t
end up back where they came from.
DDCS is proud of their achievement
and would like to thank the generosity
of everyone who supported the students
and “Fast For Freedom” this year.
ARTICLE AND PHOTOS BY ARLAGENE GROVES

This is the sixth year that Darling Downs
Christian School has held their annual
Fast For Freedom, an initiative developed
by the school to help raise awareness of
the social justice issue of human slavery.
In Nepal, there are many villages with
no young people at all, especially young
girls, as a result of them having been sold
by their families into human slavery and
the sex slave industry for as little as $60
to $500. “Fast For Freedom” supports
Asian Aid and 3 Angels Nepal by donating all the money raised to “Project Safe
Haven,” which rescues and rehabilitates
these precious young girls from the sex
slave industry.
The students raise money by eating only
rice and drinking only water for a day,
and by gaining sponsors for their “fast”.
They also have another day where staff
and students buy curry for lunch which
is named “Curries for a Cause”. This year
the students raised more than $5300 with
$1800 of that being specifically raised
by DDCS staff and their families. Local
businesses also support “Fast For Freedom” and this year donated more than
$800 worth of vouchers for participating
students as prizes for their fundraising
efforts. This year Lily Rosendahl in Yr 2

NOOSA CHRISTIAN
COLLEGE
JUST GOOD SPORTS

On Friday, October 6, Noosa Christian
College Primary students participated in
the CUA Banking Colour School Fun Run.
What a fun event it was with parents,
grandparents, students and teachers all
getting involved.
Music played as they ran laps around the
oval, with kids sprayed with water and
different colours after each lap.
Students, parents and staff ran a total of
1797 laps or 628.95 kilometres, raising a
total of $10,001.20, of which the College
will receive approximately $6000 (after
prize costs) to purchase sports equipment. What a tremendous effort!
Special mention of our top three student
fundraisers: Emilie Kmiecik in Prep

AROUND THE SCHOOLS AND NOTICE BOARD
raised $1,052, Phoebe Clare in Year 4
raised $511.76 and Kai Hobson in Year 6
raised $352.25! All students who participated won prizes.
A big thank you to Mrs Jacqueline Taylor
for organising the event, to the Primary
teachers for their support and to the students and parents for their incredible
fundraising efforts!
ARTICLE AND PHOTO BY DALE BERGMAN

NORTHPINE CHRISTIAN
COLLEGE
THIS ALL ADDS UP!

Classes at Northpine Christian College
have been using Casio calculators for
many years. As Maths Head Of Department, Mr Ray Minns has had regular
contact with the office staff at Casio
in Sydney, while also attending locally-run Casio workshops. Northpine
is also a “Prime School” with Casio,
which gives us rewards such as extra
calculators, free licences for calculator
software, free calculator emulator software, as well as free gifts of calculator
storage cases and calculator manuals.
Casio has been quite generous with this
program.
In July this year, while attending a Casio Workshop at Mooloolaba, Ray was
asked to be a speaker at a Maths Mini-Conference run by Casio at Novotel at Brisbane Airport on September
29. It ran all day and he was one of six
presenters to run an hour-long workshop on some aspect of Maths which
involves the use of graphic calculators.
Two of the other presenters were from
Queensland, two were flown in from
South Australia and one from Western
Australia.

Ray’s topic was “Exploratory Assessment.” He presented four Maths Projects that enable students to gather raw
data from their environment and use
that data to gain mathematical insights
that link back to the “theory” covered
in class. This enables students to gather
data that will be unique to them. No two
students will have the same data, yet all
will have “correct” answers if they have
followed the theory correctly. All these
projects have been run at Northpine.
At the end of Ray’s talk, he was publically thanked and presented with a class
set of 20 Casio Graphic Calculators (fxCG50AU), which he is donating to the
Northpine Maths Department. Ray enjoys sharing something mathematical
with others, and the gift of 20 graphic
calculators is just a bonus. These are the
latest versions which are being rolled
out ready for 2018 and are worth about
$230 each. The full value of the calculators and cases is about $4600.
Ray has also been given an invitation to
present at future Casio Workshops anywhere in the country, all expenses paid.
Northpine Christian College would like
to thank Casio for their generous gift
and congratulate Ray on his many accomplishments!
ARTICLE AND PHOTOS BY ANDREW SCHNELL

BETTER SAFE THAN SORRY

On October 11 and 12, Brett Lee from
Internet Safe Education presented to both
students and parents about how to stay
safe on the internet. It was an informative
educational presentation from the highly
credible Mr Lee, who served 22 years as
a Queensland Police detective and also
worked in the USA with the FBI and the
Department of Homeland Security.

Mr Lee had five main points to make to
the Year 5-8 students who attended his
presentations. They were:

1. The internet is public and permanent.

2. Protect your personal information.
3. People you’ve only met on the internet are strangers.

4. Talk to a trusted adult about a problem you have on the internet.

5. The internet will always have rules

and laws, and consequences for
breaking them.

After the presentation, students had
the opportunity to ask questions. One
student commented, “You said that the
internet is permanent, but Snapchat deletes pictures after you send them.” Mr
Lee then explained that even though
apps like Snapchat say that photos are
deleted after the receiver sees them, it’s
not entirely truthful. The receiver can
take a screenshot of the photo, and even
if they don’t, the company who owns
and runs the app will have every photo
stored on their servers ready to be used
or sold as a form of marketing data.
Internet safety continues to be a major
concern for both schools and parents
alike. Mr Shane Blake, Northpine’s Deputy Principal for Primary, said that Mr
Lee’s presentation was “extremely valuable for both students and parents. It
was an essential reminder to always be
aware of what you and your children are
doing on their devices.”
ARTICLE AND PHOTOS BY ANDREW SCHNELL
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Rachel Sellers and Henk La Dru man the highly-popular Vego Van throughout Logan.

Vego van a tasty hit
A NEW healthy option food van dairy free options, which are made After some kitchen renovations, the
will be on the streets of Logan and in the van from fresh or frozen fruit group will also be able to cook for
the homeless and disadvantaged.
surrounding suburbs this summer.
only.” He said
Run by the Logan branch of the
Adventist Development and Relief
Agency (ADRA), the Vego Van
rolled out last month and has
already gained a popular following.

Mr La Dru said the healthy snack
varied depending on availability,
and included muffins, vegetarian
pizza pieces and vegetarian burgers,
and the aim of the van was to serve
up healthier convenience food for
Centre Manager Henk La Dru said families, vegetarians and vegans.
the van, which operated across the
city, would serve up some sweet, Along with the Vego Van, ADRA’s
cool treats including smoothies and food program includes growing
green vegetables in a community
fruit ice-creams.
garden, food parcels and a weekly
“But there are also hot drinks, teas, soup kitchen.
chai latte and hot chocolate with

Until then, Mr La Dru said the
Vego Van would help generate
more income for the group to keep
the community food program
sustainable.

ADRA Community Centre is at
31 Station Rd, Logan Central.
Phone 3290 3011.
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Tune in to
With more than 100 stations around Australia, and reaching area? Call 1800 324 843 or contact us for more information.
approximately 20 per cent of our population, FaithFM is
Are you thinking of travelling? Plan to stay tuned in!
committed to sharing the biblical message of hope wherever
Go to: <https://faithfm.com.au/stations/> to find the
God provides the opportunity.
station near you.
Want to help establish a new FaithFM radio station in your
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