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HITTING THE TARGET?
Grab a bow and arrow—as I did at Camp Somerset recently—and you’ll find that everything within you needs to focus
on the target. Without a goal, you would just shoot aimlessly into the air. The target gives you the focus you need to
achieve what you set out to do.
What about a baptismal target? The South Queensland Conference has never had an increase of 400 members by baptism or profession of faith in one year. I know mission is not
a numbers game, but every single number is a person for
whom Jesus died, someone who is precious to Him. Could it
be possible that with the Spirit’s power that in 2017 we could
reach 400 or more precious souls for Christ?
The Conference Board of Directors looked at setting a goal
for 2017 and suggested taking it to our ministers meeting
discussion where our pastors finally came up with an overall
figure of 400. That’s our target.
Let me backtrack a little. When we read the book of Acts,
its author, Luke, gives us progress reports of the early
church from time to time. At Pentecost he says 3000
were baptised (Acts 2:41). After Peter and John healed
a lame man in Jerusalem, Peter preached his second sermon and we’re told the number of believers grew to 5000
just counting men (Acts 4:4). As we continue to read,
Luke’s progress reports remind us that the numbers grew
or multiplied (Acts 6:7; 9:31; 12:24; 16:5). This is recorded
because it excited Luke in the same way it excited God. God’s kingdom,

His church, was growing rapidly to His honour and glory.
This was accomplished only as the disciples prayed and witnessed with Holy Spirit-powered boldness. They focused on
the mission Jesus had given them. Would it be a bold thing
for us to pray that God would give us the same focus so we
could reach 400 new believers this year? Would God be
pleased if we cared enough about our mission that we earnestly seek His will for just 400? Perhaps it should be a prayer
of forgiveness that our faith is so small?
Jesus assures us the problem is not in the ready harvest: “The
harvest is plentiful,” He says, “but the workers are few” (Matthew 9:37). The problem, He tells us, is that we lack workers:
“Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers
into his harvest field” (verse 38).
To achieve this will take more than our team of pastors. What
could you do to become a helper in this work? Well, yes, pray
for harvesters as Jesus says and, secondly, pray that God will lead
us—perhaps lead you—to those people who are seeking Him!
As we set our sights on the target, it will give us eyes to see the
harvest before us. I am confident that, as we work together,
we will reach 400 in 2017. The harvest for God’s kingdom
will be bountiful. Let us as churches and as individuals start
planning and preparing now for the great things God will do
through us this year.
PASTOR BRETT TOWNEND
PRESIDENT

CONFERENCE NEWS

A UNIQUE MINISTRY

THAT GETS MAGNIFIED IN HIS PRESENCE
Each time our team of Spiritual Carers get together, their
sense of the Lord’s presence in their bedside ministry bubbles to the surface in their sharing time. There is something
unique about visiting patients in hospital or seniors who
reside in our Aged Care villages.
You may know them as chaplains, but the
title “Spiritual Carer” identifies the unique
characteristics of this specialised role at the
bedside. There is much skill in being rather than doing, of creating a safe relationship
as a patient or resident processes the hard
questions of illness, of fragile humanity, of
confronting losses.
On Sabbath afternoon, March 4, this team of
volunteers met with their team coordinator,
Pastor Chris Foote to reflect on God’s blessings and to further sharpen their skills in
listening for deeper messages behind words
and actions. At the end of the workshop,
each Spiritual Carer created a visual memory through a simple craft where a drop of
clear glass magnified key words they had
identified. Each of these words reflects how
the Holy Spirit magnifies their willingness
to be caring listeners. Our team of Spiritual Carers give many volunteer hours every
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week to support those in need in several hospitals as well
as our Aged Care villages. It’s a unique ministry often unnoticed yet very much appreciated by those who receive
and are blessed.
PASTOR CHRIS FOOTE
COORDINATOR OF HOSPITAL SPIRITUAL CARERS

CONFERENCE NEWS

On February 10–13, more than 350 young adults from around
Australia came together for a weekend of revival and renewal
at the annual Converge camp. Held at the Stuart’s Point Convention Centre (NSW), the spiritual weekend inspired Millennials aged 18-30 to take their faith to the “next level.”

Alina and her husband, Martin, ran a “Life Group” session on
Sabbath morning and the feedback was extremely positive.
One young adult shared: “I honestly got a lot out of the smallgroup activity we did, first time I’d ever done it and really saw
the benefits of being a part of a life group.”

Returning for his second year, US native Jeremy Anderson
challenged and inspired young adults in attendance to step
up and make a difference in their spheres of influence. “Your
condition is not your conclusion,” he said during one of his
evening presentations. “God has called us to run into burning buildings, into our local communities, into our churches
. . . be a light in dark places.”

Highlights of the weekend included daily testimonies, passionate worship led by Priscilla Mariassouce and her team,
one baptism and five others who recommitted their lives to
Jesus, and a young adult leaders’ session where more than
50 young people gathered together to be inspired, affirmed
and challenged. Together, they shared stories and experiences, and were prayed over by our conference youth directors.

Tertiary and Young Adult Ministries director for South
Queensland, Alina van Rensburg, was the morning speaker,
and reiterated the importance of “We The Church.” Her focus
was on God’s grand design for His church, and that young
adults have a significant role to play in the body of Christ.
1 Peter 2:9 was the key text for her messages: “But you are a
chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own
special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who
called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.” She also
highlighted the importance of being part of a “life group”—
growing in our relationship with Jesus and doing life together.

“The focus of Converge is to build community, not run entertaining programs for young people,” said Pastor Jeff Parker,
Youth director for the Adventist Church in Australia and coordinator of Converge. “It’s so exciting to see so many of our
Millennial generation who are willing to converge in the one
place to worship Jesus Christ. This very capable generation
is already making a difference in the world—we need to let
them do it in the church as well.”
PASTOR ALINA VAN RENSBURG
DIRECTOR FOR TERTIARY AND YOUNG ADULT MINISTRIES
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Charmaine Patel

Young Adults Take It To The Next Level
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CONFERENCE NEWS

Health Bite—Nutrition In A Nutshell

Of all the approaches to nutrition I have come across over
the past 40 years, one of the finest, belongs to Michael Pollan
in his 2008 book, In Defense of Food: An Eater’s Manifesto. In
seven words, he outlines three dietary principles that sum up
the often complex and confusing field of nutrition:
“Eat food. Not too much. Mostly plants.”
This definition of nutrition is simple, profound and reveals
a deep understanding of the essential issues at stake for our
time.
#1. Eat Food
When Pollan maintains “Eat food”, he means whole, fresh
foods as compared to manufactured, processed, refined
foods. Discussing the latest Australian dietary guidelines released in 2013, Rosemary Stanton, one of the most respected
voices on nutrition in this country, revealed that 40 per cent
of the calories consumed by children now come from processed and refined foods that are low in nutrients but high in
fat, sugar, salt and calories. Adults did not fare much better at
36 per cent. Clearly the call to return to real, whole food, high
in nutrient density over refined, processed foods high in fat,
sugar, salt and calories, is a timely one.
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#2. Not too much
Pollan’s second dictum of “Not too much” is a reminder that
all food, even healthy food, needs to be eaten in moderation.
This addresses a problem that now exists all over the world,
namely overweight and obesity. In late 2016 it was reported
that 30 per cent of Queensland children were either overweight or obese, with around two thirds of the adult population in the same condition. Never has the “Not too much”
message been more relevant.
#3. Mostly Plants
Pollan’s third dietary principle—“Mostly plants”—is constantly supported by the research and scientific literature
showing the protective effects of whole plant foods across a
range of non-communicable diseases (NCD’s). The benefits
of the antioxidant, anti-inflammatory, anti-mutagenic effects
of a largely plant-based diet are increasingly being revealed.
Dan Buettner, in his research on the people who live the
longest and healthiest in the so-called “blue zone” regions of
the world, has found these population groups typically consume diets composed largely of plant-based foods and eat
little meat.
I think Michael Pollan has hit the nail on the head! His “Eat
food. Not too much. Mostly plants” summation of nutritional
science is brilliant in its simplicity, profound in its grasp of
the issues involved, and readily applicable in practice. It really is nutrition in a nutshell.
PASTOR NEIL MARKS
DIRECTOR OF HEALTH MINISTRIES

Shutterstock

It is one of the most confusing topics there is, despite of the
fact that the science of nutrition has been around now for
some 200 years! What we eat and drink is one of the most
influential things we can do in terms of either protecting us
from or increasing our risks of disease, yet to whom or what
do we pay attention to to get the best dietary advice?

CONFERENCE NEWS

YANDINA
SUNSHINE COAST CHURCH ON
THE ROAD TO RECOVERY!

ple to these programs will provide the
opportunity for church members to
develop meaningful relationships with
those who have genuine health needs.
In keeping with the General Conference
and local conference focus on discipleship, Pastor Steve Hebbard the Yandina
church pastor, is also in the process of
commencing a discipleship school to be
conducted Sabbath afternoons.

Yandina Church, in response to the
statement in The Ministry of Healing
page 143, “Christ’s method alone will
give true success in reaching the people”, recently hosted a Nedley Depression and Anxiety Recovery training
program in the Cooroy Seventh-day
Adventist School library.
Those present—15 participants representing six churches—who paid tribute
to Pastor David Haupt’s professional
presentation, also conveyed their deep
appreciation for the rich blessing received from the spiritual component of
the weekend program.
The Yandina Personal Ministries Council has decided to promote the Depression program with a Diabetes program,
which the church is also planning to
run.
Although the core elements of the two
programs are similar, Yandina is blessed to have the necessary qualified and
experienced personnel to run both programs simultaneously, but separately.
Unfortunately, in Australia, the incidents in both areas are on the rise:
➢ 282 are diagnosed with type 2 diabetes nationally per day.
➢ “In Australia it’s estimated that 45 pre
cent of people will experience a mental
health condition in their lifetime. At
any given time, three million (one million depression, two million anxiety) in
Australia suffer from a mental health
condition.” beyondblue.org.au (February 23, 2017)

Pastor Hebbard said “The three programs, which complement each other,
will be a further step toward involving
all church members in the Personal
Ministries program of the church.

ilies was the pastor of South Brisbane
Church, Mark Pearce’s grandson, Genesis. A lot of fun was had playing games
and enjoying a delicious morning tea.
This is now the second combined Baby
Shower that South Brisbane Church has
held and we are hoping there are many
more to come.
ARTICLE AND PHOTOS BY CLAIRE TIHI

SPRINGWOOD
SABBATH SCHOOL CITATIONS

ARTICLE BY BRIAN SODEMAN PICTURE BY
SHARON SEETO

SOUTH BRISBANE
THEY ARE CRYING LIKE BABIES @
SOUTH BRISBANE CHURCH

South Brisbane Church has had an
abundance of baby blessings over the
past year and to celebrate church members hosted a Baby Shower morning
tea on Sunday, February 26. The baby
shower theme was “The Hungry Caterpillar” and parents of new arrivals
and parents-to-be were invited to have
their miracles welcomed by the church
family. In total, we
had five families who
have currently welcomed new arrivals
into their family and
two families expecting their babies in
the next few months.
Among these fam-

Springwood church celebrated the end
of 2016 with a Gala Event. Pastor Kendell Cobbin congratulated members
of the “ReGen” Sabbath School class
on their achievements during the year.
Carol-joy Patrick received a citation for
outstanding contributions to student
learning from the Federal Government
Office of Learning and Teaching for
her work at Griffith University, as well
as a Life Membership of the Australian Collaborative Education Network,
a national network for work-integrated
learning. Dr Donald Pitchford received
a Certificate of Outstanding Service
from the Royal Australasian College
of Surgeons for work done as Director
of Orthopaedic Services at the Gold
Coast University Hospital; and Gladys
and Geoff Waters rejoiced in 50 years of
marriage. Roy Richardson was appointed a Member of the Order of Logohu
from Papua New Guinea (equivalent
to member of the Order of Australia)
during a presentation at Government
House in Port Moresby. We thank God
for many blessings in 2016.
ARTICLE AND PHOTO BY DEANNA
PITCHFORD

The increased community access
provided by inviting peo-
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AROUND THE CHURCHES

PARK RIDGE
PRAYER PACKS A PUNCH

CABOOLTURE
A FEAST OF GOOD THINGS
Sabbath February 11, was a high day at
Caboolture Church as Dr Trafford Fischer (Director of Family Ministries for
the South Pacific Division) presented
five sessions on family and marriage.
The first feast began on Friday evening
as Dr Fischer addressed a regional youth
gathering on building and maintaining
healthy relationships. The Caboolture
youth band led out in music and worship, and great fellowship was enjoyed
over an evening meal following Dr Fischer’s presentation.
On Sabbath morning, Dr Fischer presented two sessions on “Building a Healthy
Family.” Again many people came from
surrounding Adventist churches and
some from the community. More than
300 people were in attendance on Sabbath.
One couple from the community shared
that they were a little nervous as it was
their first time at an Adventist church, but
a banana and smoothie at our café area—
served by our teens—made them feel
more relaxed and they enjoyed the day.
The second feast was the exceptional
Sabbath lunch. Full marks to the catering team for providing a wonderful meal
and fellowship opportunity. The church
hall was overflowing.
In the afternoon, Dr Fischer provided
the third feast. A feast of helpful information and personal challenges as he
presented two sessions titled “Bad News
about Marriage” and “Getting Marriage
Right.” Many voiced appreciation for Dr
Fischer’s timely presentations, and all
praised God for an amazing Sabbath.
ARTICLE BY PASTOR JOE WEBB
(CABOOLTURE SENIOR PASTOR) PHOTOS
BY CHARMAINE PATEL

Back in the 1960s, the students of Fulton College, Fiji, had a catch-cry which
went “Much prayer, much power—Little
prayer, little power—No prayer, no power.” We may smile at their simple profession but it is a truism, nevertheless.
In the hope of achieving “much power,”
Fiona Polkinghorne, one of our Cook
Island members, organised the “10 Days
of Prayer” at Park Ridge.
The meetings were held in the church
and were a great blessing to the 16 who
were able to attend, and likewise to those
who had the Prayer Pack and studied
from their homes. There were many and
various prayer requests and the members
were rewarded by seeing quite a number
of them granted in the short term of the
project. The members rejoiced when a
past member returned to church as a result of the interceding prayers.
The topic subject each day was based on
one of the furnishings of the Sanctuary
and how that portion of the Sanctuary
related to the spiritual life of the Israelites, and therefore to believers today. The
journey of the Seventh-day Adventist
church is a re-run of the journeying of
the Children of Israel. The members enjoyed watching the daily lesson on YouTube and also experiencing the bonds
established and cemented each day by
joining with their prayer partners in fervent petitions.
It is sadly correct that many have been
deceived by the heresy that there is no
sanctuary in heaven and that a study of
the ceremonials is just “a waste of time.”
Fortunately, the prepared lesson outlines
have greatly helped to dispel this error.
I feel sure that many members in a number of churches were unable to attend
because of the times scheduled for the
meetings so may I be permitted to quote
from the “Introduction” for their benefit:
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“We all need to keep the subject of the
Sanctuary in mind. God forbid that the
clatter of words coming from human lips
should lessen the belief of our people,
in the truth that there is a Sanctuary in
heaven and that a pattern of that Sanctuary was once built on earth. God desires
His people to become familiar with this
pattern . . .” (Letter 233, 1904)
What a blessing it was to listen to the
presentations linking the services and
furnishings of the Sanctuary to the daily experiences of life. What a blessing
to recall God’s provision for our salvation and to realise that all good things
in this world come down from “the Father of lights.” The members are looking
forward to organising another session
of “10 Days of Prayer and Revival” at
the mid-year, with much anticipation.
Thank you administrators for the inclusion of this project in the programs of
the church.
ARTICLE AND PHOTO BY BILL MILLER.

NAMBOUR
HISTORY MAKING

Adventurers hold up paper plate frogs
which were made during craft time
A group of 15 enthusiastic Adventurers
plus parents and younger siblings met
at the Nambour church for the first-ever club meeting on Sabbath afternoon,
February 18.
The children learned the Adventurer
song, memorised the Pledge and heard
a story from one of the prescribed
books. The group then split into their
classes for bookwork. After a snack,
they all enjoyed doing a craft.
The Adventurer leaders would like to
thank all the parents for their help in
running the various activities on the day.
ARTICLE AND PHOTO BY PASTOR SCOTT
WAREHAM

AROUND THE CHURCHES

BAY ISLANDS
ISLAND MISSION WORK SEES
GREAT SUCCESS

Luke 15 sees Jesus telling a story with
three parts. His story is about a shepherd who had 100 sheep and realizes
that one was missing, a woman who
had 10 silver coins but loses one, and
He concludes with the tale of a father
who had two sons.

same that continued to spur on Desmond Doss: “One more, Lord. Help me
to save one more, Lord . . .one more.”
It is imperative that the church continues to focus its mission on saving the
lost. We need to continue to embark
on what Jesus described as a seek and
find mission strategy. We are reminded
that Jesus died for people not buildings.
When we prioritise people, and not
position, people and not plaudits, people and not power perhaps the prayer
of Desmond Doss will become ours as
well, “One more, Lord. Help me to save
one more, Lord… one more...”
ARTICLE AND PHOTO BY PASTOR PAT

WARWICK
THE WICK IS LIT

If you were following the story, you
can easily see that Jesus was using a
pattern in each section: realising that
something is lost, a search begins for
that which is lost, the thing that is lost
is found, and finally a celebration over
finding the lost.
One of the many things that I’ve learnt
from the Minister’s meeting this year,
was that “Our MISSIOLOGY should
shape our ECCLESIOLOGY.” In other words, our mission—or the way we
do ministry—should shape our church,
or the way we celebrate. When we celebrate buildings, car parks and church
carpets instead of “lost” people being
found, our praise and worship, preaching and teaching can sound hollow and
phony.
On February 25, the Bay Islands church
plant celebrated the baptism of Todd
Hagan, Alan and Jayne Mitchell, together with Timothy and Mercy Mawson reaffirming their faith in Christ.
The South Queensland Secretary, Pastor Colin Renfrew with his wife Melanie were there to support and officiate
in the baptism and profession of faith
program alongside the local church
pastor Pat Tuialii.

It has been an exciting time of growth
and renewing in Warwick since the start
of the New Year. Firstly, there was the
dedication of Catherine and Marcel’s
two lovely daughters, Charlotte and Violet. The dedication was conducted at
the Cazalay’s home at Yangan, by the
same pastor, Alec Gazsik, who baptised
Catherine 15 years ago. It was a wonderful time and even the pet hairless rat
enjoyed himself. A week later, Andrea
Trenowden joined our family through
profession of faith. Andrea moved to the
district a couple of years ago with her
parents and after some time helping her
brother, has returned and united herself
with our family.

ting on Neralee and Andrew Free’s property, she stepped in to the millpond surface of the Free family dam and emerged
a newly dedicated disciple. A big thank
you to those who made the early start to
bear witness and to hear Lora’s testimony and commitment. A fantastic way to
start a Tuesday and may God continue
to bless you and your husband, Dean’s,
ministry.
On Sabbath morning, February 11, the
heat was really building up, Warwick
was set to reach 42 degrees and actually
hit 43 but no heatwave could stop Ralph
and Joy Cullen from joining the Warwick church family by profession of faith.
Ralph and Joy had been attending Warwick for a number of years previously
but felt it was time to be “proper” family
members. We thank God for their presence and loyalty to Jesus and the passion
they have for sharing His love. Ralph
and Joy have a passion for the midweek
prayer meeting and are often among the
first early arrivals every Sabbath.
Under the guidance of Barry Forbes,
Warwick has embarked on a journey to
make marriages “indestructible.” This
series of workshops will continue until
the first week of April and the hope is to
run a similar series later in the year, open
to the general public.
ARTICLE AND PHOTOS BY TREVOR MAWER

On a beautiful and cool Tuesday morning, Lora Gentil recommitted her life and
walk with Jesus, At 7 am in an ideal set-

The words that continue to drive the
Bay Islands Group are the
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AROUND THE CHURCHES

NORTHPINE CHRISTIAN
COLLEGE
SPECIAL BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT
—REFRESHING NEWS

GOLD COAST CHRISTIAN
COLLEGE
STUDENTS REMAIN FEARLESS!
It was time to get the boots and chaps
out and jump in the saddle for the
Week of Worship between February
27–March 3 at Gold Coast Christian
College. The fantastic worship band
lead by Mr Ace had students singing
praises at the top of their lungs, while
in Primary, our speaker Pastor Mike
Collum challenged students to step out
in faith, let go of fear, and trust God.
We were entertained by Fearless Frank,
a cowboy who was trying to discover
the secret to overcoming his fears.
A real highlight for the week was hearing three of the college’s secondary students preach the word to their peers.
They challenged all to live a life of fearless devotion.
A big thanks goes to chaplain Matt
Moore and all the students, along with
the Gold Coast pastors who helped out
during the week.
ARTICLE AND PHOTOS BY CARLY MOORE

It was an extra-special church camp for
Refresh Northpine Community Church.
On Saturday afternoon, February 18 in
the cool waters of Somerset Dam, with
a spectacular backdrop of God’s nature,
Narelle Bradley was baptised by Pastor
Neil Redman. Surrounded by family
and friends, Narelle thanked those who
had been integral in her journey with
Jesus. It was indeed extra-special and all
heaven rejoiced with us.
Narelle has two primary-aged children
that attend Northpine Christian College
and her family chose to send their children to Northpine because of its location. Narelle helped in the Prep room for
the years her children were in Prep and
over that time the Prep teacher, Gaynor,
a member of Refresh Church, befriended Narelle. Conversations would arise
from time to time about God and Refresh Church and, after some time, Gaynor invited Narelle to attend Refresh.
Narelle had not had a relationship with
God or a church before.
Narelle thought about it and decided one Saturday she would “check it
out.” On her first visit to Refresh, feeling rather nervous about being in a
new space, another Refresh member,
Melissa, invited Narelle to sit with
her where a connection was made.
It meant so much to Narelle to have
been noticed and cared for.
The message that day from Pastor Neil
resonated with Narelle. The words
that there is no one single way to experience a relationship with Jesus really touched Narelle. The message and
the friendliness of church that day
opened the door for her to continue to
attend Refresh.
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As time went on, Melissa started exploring the Bible with Narelle. From
these catch ups Narelle learned more
about Jesus and His love for her. In
many ways, she felt she was holding
herself back from letting Jesus into her
life and then, one day, she decided to
open herself up to accepting Jesus and
desired to be baptised.
Narelle looks forward to continuing to
grow in her friendship with Jesus. She
loves the community of Refresh, the
support, friendships, the sermons and
opportunities to get involved—and
her children love Refresh too!
How wonderful that our schools are
such great opportunities for people to
meet Jesus. Refresh Northpine Community Church welcomes Narelle and
her family with open arms and is so
blessed to have them as part of our
church community. We all look forward to the journey ahead and thank
God for who He is and what He does
in and through our lives.
ARTICLE BY PASTOR SHARYN
HARRINGTON PHOTOS BY CLAYTON
RICHARDSON

BRISBANE ADVENTIST
COLLEGE
PRAYER MINISTRY—ON THE BALL

Brisbane Adventist College (BAC) firmly believes that prayer is as powerful as
God Himself!
Jesus said, “Ask and it will be given . . .”
(Matthew 7:7). He invites all of us to
bring our praises, thanksgiving and requests to Him daily.
This year the Chaplain team at BAC,
JP Martinez and Annalise Lindsay, are
encouraging everyone at the college to

AROUND THE SCHOOLS
think of innovative ways to pray.
So far ideas include:
1. A primary class have set up two containers where they place a ball after students share their prayers.
2. The chaplains have created a a special
BAC prayer email for the college community: <prayer@bac.qld.edu.au>.
3. The college has a team of “Prayer
Warriors” who meet weekly to pray for
the college community.
ARTICLE AND PHOTO BY PASTOR JP
MARTINEZ

LENS ON LEARNING
This year Brisbane Adventist
College
(BAC)
introduced Media
Arts, a new subject that focuses
on media, new
digital technologies and the arts. Students from Years
9 to 11 who took this elective are currently studying digital photography and
working toward creating a body of work
(eight to 10 images) that tells a story and
expresses their view of the world, documenting their progress in a private blog.
They are learning to use basic Adobe
Photoshop and Lightroom for editing
and utilising DSLR cameras at school
to practise. The year ahead looks very
exciting too. Year 9 and 10 students will
study stop-motion animation in Term
2, and this includes an excursion to
the Gold Coast Film Festival to see the
Swiss stop-motion film called “My Life
As A Courgette.” In Semester 2, they
will delve into film-making, where they
will learn how to tell stories and connect with the world around them using
visual and audio tools. Year 11 students
will investigate digital artworks and web
design in Term 2, with a focus on community involvement and the elements
of design. In Semester 2, they will look
at film-making and create a short film
that addresses a current social issue. It’s
an exciting year ahead and I am very
much looking forward to see-

ing what our students create throughout
the year.
ARTICLE AND PHOTOS BY HALEY VOGEL

within our school to teach students
emotional literacy and how parents can
use similar strategies at home for effective conflict resolutions.
Parents had the opportunity to stay afterward to ask questions of the presenters and staff over supper. The program
was well received and once again the
topics were relevant, well presented and
practical for our school community.

IPSWICH ADVENTIST
SCHOOL
ACCELERATED LEARNING A REAL
WINNER
Ipswich Adventist School held its XLR8
program on Tuesday, February 7, for
the school and church community with
primary-aged children. This program
aimed to provide relevant information
with practical workshops and tips to get
families ready for learning and living in
2017.
This year our special guest was Steve Cowley, Adventist Schools South
Queenland Project Officer. He shared
and challenged us with the impact of
technology on the developing child,
and how technology affects family life
and school learning.
Our IAS literacy coach, Chiara Davey,
presented to us some practical tips with
beads on chenille sticks to demonstrate
the benefits of early literacy skills. She
also explained how to better understand
how your child learns to read and the
foundations necessary for good readers.
Finally, our principal, Yola Lieder,
shared with the community the benefits
of “Restorative Practice” which is used

If you think these topics may help get
your family ready for learning and living, and would like further information,
please go to our school website <www.
ias.qld.edu.au>.
ARTICLE AND PHOTOS BY IPSWICH
SCHOOL CHAPLAINS

NOOSA CHRISTIAN
COLLEGE
MELISSA GIVES
NOOSA A LIFT
Noosa
Christian
College is thrilled to
welcome a new Secondary Coordinator
this year, Melissa
Peachey.
Melissa comes to us from the country
town of Bega (NSW) and is an enthusiastic scuba diver who loves the outdoors, playing sports, especially netball,
as well as making crafts.
Melissa has taken over the position from
Gary Coe who is on long-service leave
and will retire at the end of 2017.
Her vision is to nurture and grow students in a supportive Christian environment, and is working hard to and
improve our Secondary College.
The following quote resonates with
Melissa, “We rise by lifting others”.
Noosa Christian College looks forward to
having a long association with Melissa.
ARTICLE AND PHOTOS BY DALE BERGMAN
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AGED CARE NEWS

SCHOOL STUDENTS
GET STRAIGHT TO
THE POINT
Last year at the Adventist Aged Care Victoria Point, we had
the Victoria Point State High School students attend the village for a special program.
The program consisted of helping out with activities and
interacting during morning tea, sharing a meal together. A
verse in the Bible tells us that the activity of sharing any sort
of meal becomes a bridge between strangers, strengthens
connections and brings a closeness to both parties.
The idea of the experiment was not only for the benefit of the
residents who love talking to other generations and passing
on their knowledge and life stories, but also for the students
to gain an insight into the life of elderly people in a “nursing
home” environment.
Initially, when the students arrived, they were guarded and
unwilling to interact with the residents. Some of them come
from unfortunate home lives, some were untidy in their appearance, some were even going to school without breakfast
in the mornings or any food throughout the day because they
had no money to buy food.

The teachers remarked on what a difference it had made to
the behaviour of the students and had resulted in a better attitude toward their parents, teachers and other peers in their
classes and an overall improvement generally.
We are planning on carrying out the same program again this
year with more students. I would like to ask you to pray for all
the students that come to the village that they may enjoy their
time here, that it might encourage them to either consider a
career in this field, and promote a better understanding of the
things that the elderly still have to contribute even when they
are not in their home environment.
The benefits for everybody concerned are immeasurable, so
let us all take time to think about how our prayers will bring
the generations together.
PATTY GILLESPIE

Patty Gillespie

However, after coming to the village, helping out and getting
to know some of the residents, their attitude changed and they
started to enjoy being here. A couple of the students asked to
become a volunteer during the holiday break and someday they

too would like to become carers or nurses and care for the elderly, as they felt a passion to help others.
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AGED CARE NEWS

Victoria Point Residents In Stitches

The value of the knitting group is more than creating items.
It is a group of ladies who have left their homes, sometimes
of many years, and come to live in a different environment
where they sometimes feel alone and find it difficult to fit in.
Heather (one of our residents) said, “I loves crocheting, I feel
happy making things for other people who are needy, and I
feel I am giving something back to the community”.
Pauline (who is totally blind) loves to laugh and join in the

knitting group. “I love coming here and making new friends,
I feel I have a sense of purpose”.
Lorna say that, “making the blankets helps a lot of people
who have nothing and by making them it cheers me up a lot.”
It does not matter how good they are at knitting or crocheting, it is the social aspect of sitting, talking and laughing
with the other ladies. The mental stimulation helps stave off
dementia and other illnesses. It also gives the participants a
feeling of belonging and knowing that they can still contribute toward a good cause.
Please keep the ladies of this group in your prayers so they
can continue to make a difference to the community of the
Redlands.
PATTY GILLESPIE

Patty Gillespie

At the Victoria Point Adventist Retirement Village, we have
established a wonderful group of ladies who have formed a
knitting group. This group has grown and grown since it began, and has produced the most beautiful knitted garments,
many of them donated to the hospital and various charitable
organisations.
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MONTHLY RECIPE
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CONFERENCE NEWS

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE BOARDROOM
The following are some of the highlights and decisions that
were made by the Executive Committee and the Board of
Seventh-day Adventist Church (South Queensland Conference) Limited during February meetings.
The Executive Committee:
 To recognise the Blackbutt group as part of the South
Queensland Conference immediately responsible to the
Kingaroy Church as the group”s “mother” church, and
on recommendation of the Kingaroy Church to appoint
Danny and Raelene Christie as group leaders and to review the arrangement in 12 months’ time to determine
the extent and nature of the ongoing mission focus of
the group.

The Board of Seventh-day Adventist Church (South
Queensland Conference) Limited, recorded and approved the following:
 Approved the adoption of the Australian Charities and
Not-for-Profits Commission (ACNC) registered charity
tick for official registration as a licensed charity / notfor-profit company.
 Received an interim tithe analysis report for the 12
months to December 31, 2016, noting an increase of
2.99 pre cent compared to the previous year.
 To receive the recommendation from the Principal and
Business Manager of Brisbane Adventist College and to
accept the quotation for the purchase of a new 2016, 39seat Yutong Bus, to be operated at the school, for a total
purchase price of $194,500 (ex.GST).
 To receive disclosure of interest statements from each of
the directors.
PASTOR COLIN RENFREW
GENERAL SECRETARY
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