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CHANGING THE CULTURE OF A CITY

Glenvale Adventist Church in Toowoomba has a vision to 
change the culture of its city. 

“We want our congregation to become the city’s leading pro-
moter of community health, and to show that this is no idle 
dream, we have a multi-faceted strategy to make it a reality,” 
says Dr Allen Sonter, a church elder and founder of Necessi-
ty®, a church-related skin-care business. 

“Our goal is to make Toowoomba Australia’s healthiest city.”

Glenvale’s strategy includes the promotion and orchestration 
of the Complete Health Improvement Program (CHIP). Af-
ter a successful series last year, the Glenvale Health Minis-
try team determined to run two presentations in 2015; one 
completed in May, and another begining in the second half 
of the year. 

The community response to these programs excites Health 
Ministry leader Melinda Archer. 

“The combination of vegetarian cooking nights, supermarket 
tours and in-home demonstrations has led to a wonderful 
demand for the CHIP programs,” she says.

“Another key factor has been the word-of-mouth recom-
mendations given by community members who have already 
benefited by completing CHIP themselves.” 

An unexpected benefit has been CHIP graduates with no 
affiliation to the church assisting CHIP leaders in running 
subsequent presentations. 

In between CHIP programs, Glenvale’s Health Ministry team 

hosts periodic vegetarian cooking presentations on the church 
premises. Recently, around 50 members of the community at-
tended a well-received presentation, advertised almost exclu-
sively via word-of-mouth and email announcements. 

Other strategies to promote the health message include the 
establishment and Australia-wide promotion of a business, 
Necessity® Natural Skincare, with the goal of raising sufficient 
funds to set up a health, wellness and lifestyle centre on the 
Glenvale property; and a Sunday market stall, Sonter’s Fruit 
‘n’ Nuts, supported by a group of loyal volunteers, selling 
healthy vegetarian food—nuts and dried fruits, Sanitarium 
and Life Health Foods (LHF) vegetarian products, Patrit-
ti fruit juice, vegetarian pies, honey (supplied by a church 
member), and Necessity® products. This outlet has become 
the “must-visit” stall for many Toowoomba vegetarians, in-
cluding Adventists, Buddhists, Hindus and Muslims.

The burgeoning interest in health, nurtured by Glenvale’s 
strategic plan, has reaped some interesting results within 
Toowoomba’s Christian community. In the past few years, 
several non-Adventist churches have reached out to Glen-
vale’s senior pastor Casey Wolverton, asking him to preach 
and teach on the relationship between health and spirituality. 

Director of Health Ministries for South Queensland, Pastor 
Neil Marks, also has plenty of positive comments about the 
Glenvale program.

“The Glenvale Church is reaping the results of a commit-
ment to health ministry that has been evident for a number 
of years,” he says. 
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5 Minutes With . . . Pastor Brett Townend 
—President, South Queensland Conference

FOCUS: Welcome to South Queensland, Pastor Townend! 
What are you most looking forward to about this new min-
istry opportunity?

Brett Townend: I’m looking forward to seeing God at work 
through His people in this beautiful part of the world. I’m 
sure there will be challenges, but it’s the sense of leading a 
team in the work of spreading the gospel that is exciting. An 
added bonus is being closer to our three adult children. They 
all live in the Tweed area, and it’s nice to know they’re only a 
short drive away.

FOCUS: What have been your first impressions of South 
Queensland so far?

BT: South Queensland has a reputation as being a nice con-
ference to work in, and although I’ve only been here a short 
time, I can see why. It appears a balanced, friendly confer-
ence. To be honest, the daunting side of my impressions has 
been the comparative size of things. Compared to where I’ve 
come from, it’s BIG!

FOCUS: Tell us a bit about your background and family life.

BT: Dad is a pastor, so we moved around a fair bit as kids— 
Canberra, Melbourne, Papua New Guinea, then Murwillum-
bah for my last 4 years of High School. That became home 
for me and I met Rae (my lovely wife) there. Mum is actu-
ally from a dairy farming family in Gympie originally, and 
she worked in the SQLD Conference office for a time, before 
marrying Dad in Central church. I entered ministry later in 
life, after spending a number of years breaking-in and train-
ing horses—mainly for polo. I also had a stint selling real es-
tate before heading off to Avondale to study for ministry.

Rae trained as a nurse but has been working in social ser-
vices for a number of years, and most recently as a domestic 
violence counsellor in Townsville. It’s a challenging area. 
Our two girls De-anna and Emma are both teachers and 
working at Tweed Valley Adventist College—De-anna in 
Primary and Emma in High School. They are both married 
to teachers—Rob is head of Primary at Tweed Valley, and 
Blair is a chaplain teacher there as well. Our youngest, Lach-
lan, is studying a Sports Science degree with a post-grad in 
Physiotherapy at Griffith University on the Gold Coast. He 
is planning to come and live at home again with us, so we’re 
excited about that. De-anna and Rob have just announced 
they are expecting their first child, so that’s a real buzz and 
launches us into grandparent-hood about May next year!

FOCUS: Our mission here in South Queensland is to Learn, 
Live and Love More through our everyday actions. How do 
you put these principles into practice in your own life?

BT: I’m always trying to do something on a personal/profes-
sional development level, and certainly do what I can to keep 
fit. I see that fitting with the Learn More, Live More theme. 
I’m a keen cyclist, and I do it to keep some fitness and also 
to mix with community people. In Townsville, I rode with a 
bunch of guys who aren’t Adventists and I’ve become good 
friends with some of them. It always provides a connection 
to the grass-roots and helps keep me in touch with where 
non-believers are at. Witnessing opportunities come natural-
ly in that setting. Does that fit the Love More mission? I like 
the Love More theme. Jesus said love summed up the law—
love God and love others! We need to grow more in both—I 
know I do.

FOCUS: What is your favourite passage/verse in Scripture, 
and why?

BT: My favourite verse changes about every week, because 
God’s Word is so relevant it speaks to me in different ways 
depending on where I’m at at the time! But I really love 
Ephesians. To me, it captures God’s desire for His church, 
and I love Chapter 3. Its close includes a huge promise 
(3:20, 21): “Now to him who is able to do immeasurably 
more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power 
that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church 
and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever 
and ever!” I think about that a lot now that I’m in church 
leadership. My imagination as to what God wants to ac-
complish is limited; His imagination isn’t. I pray God will 
demonstrate that in SQLD, in the future as He has in the 
past.
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The following are some of the highlights and decisions that 
were made by the Executive Committee and the Board of 
Seventh-day Adventist Church (South Queensland Confer-
ence) Limited at recent meetings. 

The Executive Committee:

 � Approved Company status in the Sisterhood of Church-
es in the South Queensland Conference for the Refresh 
Northpine Community Group. This new company meets 
in the Northpine Christian College Campus. 

 � Received a report from the Discipleship and Spiritual 
Development director, Pastor Greg Pratt. The report de-
tailed that 17,000 “I can do that” resource booklets have 
been distributed to date; that 16 local pastors had attend-
ed a Natural Church Development (NCD) training day; 
and Sabbath School will continue to focus on the four 
objectives of Bible Study, Fellowship, Community Out-
reach and World Mission.

 � Approved special assistance of $15,000 for emergency 
roofing repairs to the Heritage-listed Wynnum Church.

 � Approved the sale of a conference property held at 3 Co-
lington St, Mansfield.

 � To give in-principle support to the establishment of a 
Group Finance Debt Facility, consistent with the Term 
Sheet prepared by Westpac, and that has been recom-
mended to the conference by the South Pacific Division 
and the Australian Union Conference (AUC).

 � Received a report from the Communications Project 
Officer, Ms Maritza Munoz. Included in the report was 
the social media strategy that has increased traffic to our 
Facebook and Twitter accounts along with the progress 
of latest development of a new SQC website.

 � Approved to develop design documentation to Building 
Approval (BA) application and Guaranteed Maximum 
Sum (GMS) pricing stage for the Special Needs Residen-
tial Care project at Victoria Point.

The Board of the Seventh-day Adventist Church (South 
Queensland Conference) Limited:

 � Discussion as to the possible use of the approximately 
130 square metres of “shop front” space available on the 
Boundary Street entrance to the Administration and Re-
sourcing Centre. The directors are considering how the 
space can be utilised to reach and serve the community.

 � Received a tithe report to the end of July that indicated 
an increase of 2.55%, based on current estimates over the 
same period last year, which is a great result in difficult 
financial times and an indication of the commitment and 
faithfulness of our members.

 � Received the “Cannon Report” commissioned by the 
AUC to investigate a case of sexual misconduct within the 
South Queensland Conference. The recommendations of 
the report approved for adoption include a commitment 
to continue to provide ongoing professional development 
of all conference and school staff, and to implement spe-
cific training for pastoral staff offered by the AUC.

The Appointments Committee:

 � To record the resignation of Pastor Joseph Khabbaz as a 
member of the Executive Committee.

 � To appoint Pastor Greg Pratt as a member of the Execu-
tive Committee.

 � To appoint Pastor Brett Townend as President of South 
Queensland Conference.

PASTOR COLIN RENFREW, GENERAL SECRETARY

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE HIGHLIGHTS

“Their regular conducting of a variety of health outreach 
ventures over the years has increased the churche’s presence 
and profile as a community health provider plus built up a 
growing number of contacts and interests. 

“Without doubt they are one of our leading churches in the 
area of health ministry.”

With the above strategies being actively pursued, Glenvale 
church believes the momentum will build to the point where 
good health will become a prominent part of the community 
consciousness. But they don’t take anything for granted. 

“We know that to influence the 
health culture of our 

city we need to be good examples, and we need to engage more 
intentionally with the general public” says Pastor Wolverton. 

“Salt has little value on its own. To truly be effective, we need 
to build relationships of trust with as many people as possi-
ble. Only then can we hope to influence people’s decisions re-
garding health, and more importantly their relationship with 
God and their understanding of Scripture.”

GLENVALE COMMUNICATIONS TEAM  
& SQ COMMUNICATIONS

. . . Contiued from Cover, Changing the Culture of a City
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On August 23, Victoria Point opened its doors to the public 
to celebrate the opening of the final stage of our new residen-
tial care facility. There were a number of activities provided 
including a jumping castle, ball pit and a petting zoo, which 
the younger visitors enjoyed immensely. Our Independent 
Living Unit residents also set up a market with a range of 
food, clothing, home products and artworks, which was a big 
success.

Pastor Jorge Munoz conducted the opening ceremony in the 
outdoor courtyard next to our new café, and shared with the 
public the significant time and effort that has gone into mak-
ing this new facility a reality. There were a number of key 
people involved in this project, and Pastor Munoz thanked 
each of them for assisting us in the furthering of our ministry 
in aged care.

The day was a big success with excellent feedback from those 
who attended. It was certainly a great opportunity to show 
the public what we do, for them to meet the team and to tour 
the wonderful facilities that we have.

Editor’s Note: We would also like to congratulate the won-
derful staff at our Victoria Point, Capricorn and Caloundra 
Adventist Retirement Villages, as they have just passed their 
re-accreditation process. This means our Villages will be able 
to operate for another three full years before their next re-
view. Three years is the maximum period available to any fa-
cility, so this is a great outcome for our Adventist Aged Care 
ministry! On behalf of our South Queensland family, we pray 
that God may continue blessing this ministry. 

ERIC ANDERSON  
CEO, ADVENTIST AGED CARE SOUTH QUEENSLAND

Plenty of Blessings for Aged Care 
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DREAMTRACK AT AUSTRALIA ZOO
On a sunny Sunday in October, 40 Aboriginal kids and 20 
volunteers from all over Brisbane and Ipswich spent the 
day at Australia Zoo. The kids enjoyed trekking all over the 
massive property searching for their favourite animals, and 
watching the live shows with snapping crocs and birds from 
all around the world. At the end of the day, we made our way 
to the Education Centre to learn about conservation and 
meet a huge python. It was a great delight to see parents come 
along to experience all the fun and learning as a family. 

DreamTrack is set up not just for kids but also for families to 
enjoy experiences they’ll remember for a lifetime. 

“It’s so great to see the kids having so much fun,” said one 
new volunteer. “I’m so glad I came today to experience this.” 

Another parent shared that she felt “so privileged to be able 
to share this experience with her son.”

When you hear positive comments like this, it makes all the 
behind-the-scenes work worth it. I too feel privileged to 
be a part of DreamTrack—and to know I’m helping young 
Indigenous Australians live with purpose.

If you’re interested in volunteering with DreamTrack or 
finding out a more about this amazing ministry, contact 
Pastor David 0438 299 514 or visit <www.dreamtrack.org.
au>. 

PASTOR DAVID GARRARD,  
DIRECTOR OF ATSIM & DREAMTRACK
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I couldn’t believe it. Everyone on the AAA Board had been 
to Dirranbandi—except me! I had resigned myself that it 
was never going to happen, but on October 17, all the “ducks 
lined up” and I got to lead a band of six to Dirranbandi. Now, 
I know what your next question is: Where in the world is Dir-
ranbandi? Well, it’s pretty much west of Byron Bay and south 
of St George, just north of the border. 

Getting there is all part of the fun and adventure of course. 
We left Brisbane at 5.45 am bound for Coolangatta Airport, 
and upon arrival were ushered onto the tarmac by our pilot 
for the day, Dave Thorley. After we boarded the Piper Aztec 
VH-FIJ (FIJ being Faith In Jesus), we arranged ourselves in 
the six available seats and prepared for the flight. After one 
hour 45 minutes, we touched down in Dirranbandi—a short 
distance considering it would have taken us seven hours to 
drive from Brisbane!

We were greeted warmly at the airport by Cathleen Symes, 
who had arrived a week earlier, and a swarm of flies. With 
eager eyes checking out the town—population 800—we were 
driven back to Cathleen and Grahame’s place, where they hold 
their “home church.” Sure enough, people started arriving, 
from Katie down the street to Merv and Naomi from St George 
(an hour’s drive away). There was plenty of good concer where 
we got to know each other and catch up with old friends. 

The purpose of the day was to fellowship, but also to intro-
duce a new program. Daniel Cinzio leads a ministry based at 
his Park Ridge and Flagstone churches called “Beyond Bar-
riers—Restoring Lives” that run four-day wilderness experi-
ences for “at-risk” young people. They do all sorts of things 
with the kids that challenge their thinking and attitudes, and 

our Dirranbandi group was privileged to have Daniel run us 
through three of these “exercises”. They were a lot of fun, and 
did indeed challenge us!

After church and lunch, Cathleen, along with several of our 
AAA visitors, went to scout out possible locations to run 
camps and programs for local “at-risk” kids who have be-
come ensnared by the plague that is ICE. Meanwhile, the rest 
of us went on a walking tour of Dirranbandi, guided by our 
new friend Katie. She knew about every building and resi-
dent that we passed! It was great to hear the information she 
had to share.

Not long after sunset, we took off and headed for the coast 
at 7500 feet. It was a beautiful way to end the day, flying into 
Coolangatta with the lights of suburbia looking magical. And 
as we parked the Aztec and said our goodbyes, I couldn’t help 
but reflect on a great Sabbath we had all shared. There had 
been fun and fellowship, worship and learning, and planning, 
support and encouragement for all. It is a very cool thing for 
the coastal dwellers to get together with the inland dwellers 
to “hang out” for the day! We each simply contributed what 
they could contribute. We were blessed, the Dirranbandians 
were blessed . . . and, most importantly, God was honoured 
and blessed.

Who would like to join me on some trips to Charleville in 
2016?

Catch us online at <adventistaviation.com.au> and <face-
book.com/adventistaviation>.

PHILIP HARRIS, 
AAA SECRETARY 

WHERE IN THE WORLD IS DIRRIBANDI?
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Hundreds Baptised in PNG Campaign
The port town of Kimbe, the capital of the province of West 
New Britain in Papua New Guinea (PNG), was the setting 
for a 12-night series of meetings conducted by Pastor 
David Lamb that culminated in the baptism of more than 
400 people for Christ earlier this year. Of the thousands in 
attendance, many continue to study for baptism with their 
local workers.

Pastor Lamb is a retired evangelist who attends the Sunshine 
Coast Adventist Fellowship (SCAF). The idea to conduct 
the campaign was conceived in 2013 by a PNG pastor who 
attended SCAF while he was studying at the Sunshine 
Coast University. Pastor Steven Moses said that campaigns 
previously held in PNG had concentrated on the PNG capital 
Port Moresby, and he encouraged our small church to plan 
for a campaign in his home province. The SCAF members 
accepted the commitment to purchase six data projectors 
plus six DVD players to be given to the six district directors 
in the Kimbe area. 

In preparation for the campaign, Pastor Lamb delivered the 
equipment and ran a training program for all pastors and 
Bible workers in the district. Equipped with the training and 
material donated, the locals conducted their own evangelistic 
outreaches over the following 18 months. Their mission was 
to prepare the interests for baptism and bring them to a 
reaping program to be conducted in Kimbe in June. 

“The night before our program commenced it rained as 
it usually does in the tropics every evening. Because our 
program was to be conducted in the open, we prayed that 
God would not permit it to rain and as a result not one drop 
of rain fell during the whole series,” Pastor Lamb recalls.

A series of 12 consecutive programs was conducted with 
attendance swelling from 6000 on the first night to 14,000 on 
each of the last four meetings of the series. Our local people 
brought their interests to these meetings, many of them even 
from the off shore islands. The local residents declared these 
were the greatest numbers they had ever had to any function 
in the district, including the football matches. On the finial 
Sabbath, 424 precious souls were baptised and at last reports 
many others are preparing for baptism and people are 
flooding into the local churches. 

Under the blessings of God, the reaping program was very 
successful. “We would especially like to thank the District 
Governor for his support by officially opening the program 
and being present at the last meeting to close the series,” 
Pastor Lamb concluded.

Above all we want to praise and thank God for this united 
effort of our faithful people and give our Father God the 
honour and glory for what has been accomplished.

WARREN SOMERVILLE
SUNSHINE COAST ADVENTIST FELLOWSHIP
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ROMA
SPECIAL VISITORS

On July 4, Roma Church was blessed 
with Pastor Colin Renfrew visiting as 
well as the Mitchell STORM Co team. 
We also had members from Charlev-
ille, St George and Drillham—some 
travelling nearly four hours to meet 
Pastor Renfrew. Sabbath school was ex-
tra special with one of the STORM Co 
team members giving his testimony. 
The congregation was blessed to hear 
how God worked in this young man’s 
life. To start the main worship hour, 
STORM Co leader Rebekah Bernoth 
gave us a run down on STORM Co’s 
activities for the week in Mitchell. An-
other highlight was when Pastor Colin 
welcomed Shadrack Dube into God’s 
family through a Profession of Faith. 
We were truly blessed with our visitors! 
ARTICLE & PHOTO: CARL RATTRAY

PINE RIVERS
GENERATIONAL BAPTISMS

Seven people were recently baptised by 
Pastor Andre Hamilton at Pine Rivers 
Church. The congregation was thrilled 
to see six of our young people publicly 
declare Jesus as their personal Saviour. 
Friends and family also witnessed Paul 
Gourley enter the waters of baptism af-
ter more than 50 years separated from 
God and the church. His sister Jan 
Boon tearfully rejoiced, declaring that 
she had been praying for him every day 
during that time. It was a great remind-
er to never give up on our loved ones, 
and we thank God for these blessings. 
ARTICLE: CHARLES RUSSELL

YANDINA
SANCTUARY PRESENTATION

October was a special month for Yandi-
na church, with Pastor Ted White con-
cluding a three-week presentation on 
the Sanctuary at the end of the month. 
About 70-80 people attended each Sab-
bath morning to hear the presentations 
during the main church service. The 
Sanctuary truths presented, which are 
the foundation of Adventist beliefs, 
proved a rich blessing to all in atten-
dance.
ARTICLE: BRIAN SODEMAN

SOUTHPINE
SOUTHPINE GOES WILD!

“Oh no! Our church is closed this Sab-
bath! What are we to do?”

This was the issue that faced us at 
Southpine Church not so long ago. You 
see, we worship at the Albany Creek 
Uniting Church every Sabbath, but a 
number of times a year we cannot use 
the building. Usually we have an alter-
nate, but not this time. 

At Southpine, the church does not 
mean the building, so the solution to 
go to the Lomandra section of Samford 
Conservation Park was readily accept-
ed and eagerly anticipated by all.

And what a fantastic day we had! It was a 
cool day in July, but we had a fire for the 
outside and enthusiasm burning on the 
inside. We worshipped with voices and 
a couple of guitars, prayed, worshipped 
through giving, and participated in an 
object lesson for the kids. We searched 
for what God meant to us, and we trust-
ed each other navigating through a “spi-
der web”. Pastor Brad had a message on 

love for us and then we ate and chatted 
and fellowshipped. It was one of the best 
Southpine services we have ever had, 
and they are not just my words but those 
from just about everyone. 

So, no building? No problem! Be bless-
ed more than you could imagine and 
“Go Wild”!
ARTICLE & PHOTO: PHILIP HARRIS

MAROOCHYDORE
SECURITY WITH STYLE 

How do you protect a vulnerable 
church while still maintaining that tra-
ditional Maroochydore welcome? The 
Maroochydore Church recently up-
graded their security with this stylish 
fence, replacing the unsightly and in-
effective wire structure erected shortly 
after the church was built in 1992. The 
frontage is a strong, black steel picket 
fence, 1.8-metre high, while the rear 
and side boundaries employ a carefully 
selected Colorbond green to blend with 
surrounding bushland. The Colorbond 
sections were built inside the existing 
wire fence, protecting the exterior from 
graffiti and other damage. Generous 
support was given as funds were raised 
via a special pledge and donation pro-
motion. Our members wish to thank 
all who participated for their generous 
financial assistance in the process. 
ARTICLE & PHOTO: KEN DOVE
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MT GRAVATT
TACKLING LIFE’S BIG QUESTIONS

The “Big Questions” series was 
launched over the last weekend of 
August at Mt Gravatt Church by Dr 
Grenville Kent, the featured speaker. 
The series are certainly different from 
anything the Australian Union has 
produced so far, as they purposefully 
target intellectuals, whether they are 
atheists or conservative Christians. 
During this time, Mt Gravatt church 
was visited by people of different 
persuasions (atheists, Muslims, the-
ists, agnostics, Christians from other 
churches and church members), all 
unified by the same interest on the 
topics such as Origins, Human Suf-
fering, and The Phenomena of Hu-
man Consciousness. The same pre-
sentation format was followed each 
evening, where the audience would 
watch the featured DVD, followed by 
Dr Kent’s presentation and finish with 
Q&A. Dr Kent is one of the rare pre-
senters with a considerable depth and 
breath of knowledge that can handle 
majority of questions dealing with the 
issues of reason and faith. The success 
of the event became obvious to us, 
as after each meeting would formal-
ly end, many people would linger to 
further engage on the topics. After the 
event a number of those who attend-
ed testified that their faith was boost-
ed and the rationality for it made 
stronger. 
ARTICLE & PHOTO: PASTOR ZENY VIDACAK

ROSEWOOD
HIGH DAY AT ROSEWOOD

Six siblings from the Ropati 
family were baptised into the 
Rosewood Church on Septem-
ber 5 by Pastor Bob Possing-
ham. Family and friends joined 
church members to witness this 
special event and the church was 
filled with happy people. In his 
sermon, Pastor Bob reminded 
us of the important work done 

by young folk in the Bible and how 
each of us can do a work for the Lord. 

Following the baptism, a fellowship 
lunch was enjoyed, and a set of Be-
yond the Search DVDs was present-
ed to the family. Some visitors to 
the church were very moved by the 
whole experience and have expressed 
their desire to study more of the Bi-
ble’s teachings.
ARTICLE & PHOTO: MARJORIE 
ENTERMANN / ADRIAN SMYTHE

BRISBANE ASIAN 
COMPANY
10 YEARS OF BRISBANE ASIAN 
COMPANY

On October 10, Brisbane Asian cel-
ebrated its 10th anniversary with a 
special praise and thanksgiving wor-
ship service. As we recounted the 
goodness of our merciful and loving 
God, our mind was led to 1 Chroni-
cles 16:8, 9 & 12, where it is written, 
“Oh, give thanks to the Lord! Call 
upon His name; Make known His 
deeds among the peoples! Sing to 
Him, sing psalms to Him; Talk of all 
His wondrous works! Remember His 
marvellous works which He has done, 
His wonders, and the judgments of 
His mouth.”

The service was filled with songs of 
praises and thanks, special musical 
presentations by local talents, testi-
monies, and a PowerPoint presenta-
tion of our history from its beginning 
in 2005 as Calamvale Group which 
then became Brisbane Chinese Group 
in 2007 and transitioned to Brisbane 
Asian Company in 2012. Pastor 
Chris Foote, our representative from 
the South Queensland Conference, 
finished off the program with his 
sermon followed by a delicious din-
ner. We are blessed to have had our 
church for the past 10 years, and pray 
it continues to grow!
ARTICLE & PHOTO: CECILIA SEETO / CHRIS 
FOOTE
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CABOOLTURE
SHARING JESUS 
IN MEXICO

In June, four Ca-
boolture youth, Jake 
and Hamish Porter 
and Zac and Ellia 
Redman, embarked on an amazing jour-
ney to participate in the “Share Him” 
evangelistic campaign in Mexico. To 
support this adventure a church fund-
raiser evening was held with the theme 
of “TexMex”. The night was well sup-
ported by church members and friends 
and monies raised through the sale of 
TexMex food, auctions and donations 
helped with expenses. 

Ellia Redman (pictured) shared a few 
thoughts of reflection from the experi-
ence:

“The ‘Share Him’ trip experience has 
greatly affected my life. I was privi-
leged to preach a Daniel and Revela-
tion Seminar series. The church mem-
bers that I preached to came from six 
different churches around the district 
and my supervising pastor has 13 
churches under him. I was graciously 
allowed to preach the gospel to ap-
proximately 350 people on the week-
ends and around 150 people during 
the week, this number excludes visi-
tors.

“As a result of previous Bible studies 
leading up to this seminar series, nine 
people were baptised while I was there. 
Another 15 signed up for Bible studies 
as a result of the seminar series. This 
was a true blessing from God. These 
results would not have been possible 
were it not for the leading of the Holy 
Spirit, and I know this because I am not 
a good public speaker and often strug-
gle when under pressure to put words 
and sentences together.

“I praise God for the opportunity that 
He gave me and I thank all who per-
sonally donated toward this project. I 
also thank the church and church fam-
ily for their extreme generosity that 
enabled me to undertake this trip. 

“I seriously encourage young people to 
consider going on a trip similar to this 

one. I know that it will greatly impact 
their lives and strengthen their rela-
tionship with God and further their 
understandings of the Seventh-day Ad-
ventists beliefs.”
ARTICLE & PHOTO: SUE REDSELL

PARK RIDGE
THE POWER OF PERSUASION 

Just what did you keep in your pen-
cil case while at school? Part of the 
13th Sabbath offering last quarter 
went toward the construction of the 
Timor-Leste Adventist Internation-
al School—but what is the use of a 
school without desks for the students 
to work on? The 10 children in the 
Park Ridge Church Primary/Kindy 
Sabbath school classes decided they 
would be the ones to help attend to 
that need.

To ensure their continued interest, a 
model of the school was made. Every 
week, a child moved a model desk into 
the school and the excitement grew 
as the rooms began to fill. But why 
the question about pencil cases? Well, 
polygon plastic pencil cases, complete 
with a zippered lid and a black tip to 
mimic the lead in the pencil, were dis-
tributed to each child. Their respon-
sibility was to “pester” anyone and 
everyone until they filled those pencil 
cases with coins. All coins collected 
would go to the school to help provide 
desks.

Their enthusiasm knew no bounds. 
Any voice that came within hearing 
distance of the children was “pres-

sured” into contributing to the wor-
thy cause, and who could resist those 
smiling, trusting faces. You could lit-
erally “hear the pennies dropping” 
as they scampered from person to 
person. With great excitement, they 
brought their final efforts to church 
and danced from foot to foot as the 
money was counted. What happiness 
and cries of joy were heard when it was 
announced to them that the total was 
$360!

Never underestimate a child’s powers 
of persuasion. This project exemplified 
the biblical truth that “today is a day of 
small things”. God is certainly good!
ARTICLE & PHOTO: CAROL WILLIAMS

KINGAROY
REJOICING IN HEAVEN

Sabbath, September 5, was a day for 
much celebration, both in heaven and 
in Kingaroy, as two special women gave 
their lives to Jesus Christ.

Jan Milliken was raised in a Christian 
home and attended church from an 
early age. She was invited by her neigh-
bour of 30 years to attend a mission 
program, but her sick husband need-
ed her attention, so she only went to 
a couple of sessions. However, during 
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her last session she expressed that she 
would like to be baptised while among 
friends. Jan arose from the waters of the 
baptismal font with a smile as wide as 
heaven. 

Sarah Beutel decided to join the King-
aroy Seventh-day Adventist Church by 
“Profession of Faith”. Just last year, Sar-
ah was baptised. But her friend showed 
her what the Bible had to say on a lot 
of topics, and Sarah found these top-
ics disagreed with her current belief 
and understanding. She fought the 
Holy Spirit’s conviction for two weeks 
before her heart was softened and she 
went to talk to her friend again. Despite 
now believing wholeheartedly in Ad-
ventist beliefs and understanding what 
she is reading in the Bible, Sarah’s faith 
has taken her on a course completely 
against what her family believes. How-
ever, her family no longer argues about 
her faith, and for this she gives all her 
praise to God.
ARTICLE & PHOTO: SUE WHITWORTH

HERVEY BAY
HERVEY BAY IN ACTION

All Christian churches in Hervey Bay 
have for many years combined once 
each year at the time of the commence-
ment of the whale-watching season, 
because Hervey Bay is the best place on 
the east coast of Australia for watching 
the whales as they rest and play with 
their young in the protected waters of 
the bay.

Representatives from each church meet 
and decide on a Bible theme each year, 
then try to illustrate that theme in a dis-

play using fresh flowers. These displays 
come together in a different church 
each year, and are advertised and open 
to the public.

This year the Adventist church was 
the host church, and 10 churches and 
two schools had displays on the theme 
“Hands in the Bible”. It was refreshing 
to see lovely Christian ladies from dif-
ferent denominations conversing and 
helping each other in the preparation 
of their displays.

The Hervey Bay Adventist Church has 
a Craft Club, and some of those attend-
ing learn the “craft” of guitar playing. 
And that group played some sacred 
music when the Fraser Coast Mayor of-
ficially opened the floral display.

An Adventist lady, Heather Paynter, has 
co-ordinated the floral display for the 
past 15 years, so Adventists are well-
known and well respected among the 
Christian community in Hervey Bay.
ARTICLE & PHOTO: HEATHER PAYNTER

IPSWICH ADVENTIST SCHOOL
IPSWICH STAFF GO “ALL IN” AT STAFF RETREAT

At the end of Term 2, the staff at Ipswich Adventist School 
went on their annual winter staff retreat. The theme for the 
retreat was “All In” and focused on what it means to be com-
mitted to the Team and the Ministry of Teaching. The week-
end started with a bus trip and walk to Springbrook Natural 
Arch, where the group had their first worship for the week-
end. The IAS team spent the night in beautiful lodges with 
amazing views of God’s nature at Binna Burra in Laming-
ton National Park. There were plenty of team-building ac-
tivities, games, nature walks, spiritual lessons, and lots and 
lots of laughter! Plenty of food was on offer over the weekend 
with lunch at Hinze Dam, a BBQ Saturday night, and a buffet 
breakfast Sunday morning. The activities helped burn off the 
big meals, with an “All In” colour walk throughout Laming-
ton National Park and the great “All In” Flying Fox challenge 
on Sunday morning. The IAS staff were challenged by the 
inspirational worships and planned activities from the chap-
laincy team, and continue to be “All In” for Christ’s mission 
and work at Ipswich! 
ARTICLE: LACHLAN CAMPBELL

CORAL COAST CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
IT’S TURTLE SEASON!

The first turtle of the season has arrived, and students at Cor-
al Coast Christian School were excited to celebrate! A flat-
back turtle came ashore under the cover of darkness late on 
Saturday, October 17, at Mon Repos beach. At 10.30 am on 
Wednesday, October 21, the bells rang all over Bundaberg 
in celebration, with our students ringing the bells out on Mt 
Perry Road.
ARTICLE & PHOTO: TAMMY HOWSE
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NOOSA CHRISTIAN COLLEGE
WHEN THE CIRCUS COMES TO TOWN

On Thursday evening, October 22, the Primary students and 
staff presented “The Prodigal Clown” at Nambour Civic Cen-
tre. The musical production was a colourful, circus-themed 
parable of the Prodigal Son, complete with clowns, dancing 
sheep, jugglers and a unicyclist. It was a fantastic night with 
the students presenting the story to an audience of more than 
500 family and friends. There was a musical cast of 146 stu-
dents from Prep through to Year 6, with all students given a 
role on stage or in the large chorus. Head of Primary, Jeanette 
Martin said, “It was special to see all students involved and 
older students encouraging the younger students to do their 
best or help them remember their lines. I am very proud of all 
of our students and staff—with many parents and members 
of the audience commenting on the wonderful performance 
and how professional the ‘Prodigal Clown’ was delivered.”

Musical director Angela Gray emphasised the tremendous 
amount of teamwork that went into making this event such 
a success. “We are ever grateful to our Primary staff, prac 
teachers, relief teachers, High School staff, parents (and some 
grandparents) for all their help with auditions, rehearsals, 
makeup, costume and prop production, media and efforts 
behind the scenes. It was such a memorable night and a great 
reminder of the amazing community we are blessed to be a 
part of at Noosa Christian College.”
ARTICLE & PHOTO: GEORGINA HOBSON / WENDY GARRICK

DARLING DOWNS CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
FAST FOR FREEDOM

When 80 students decide to stop eating for a day, you know it 
must be for something important. Darling Downs Christian 
School DDCS recently held their annual “Fast for Freedom” 
day to raise much-needed funds to help stop human traffick-
ing in Nepal. Secondary students lived on rice and water for 
an entire day, while primary students ate rice and water for 
lunch and recess at school.

“Our support for Nepal, given the recent earthquake tragedy, 
is even more important this year,” DDCS chaplain Arlagene 
Groves said.

“Fast for Freedom” is a school initiative that grew out of a 
student-led campaign to support Project Safe Haven in Ne-
pal, which provides safety and education for Nepalese girls 
rescued from human trafficking.

The students learned than in many Nepalese villages, there 
are often no teenagers, as most have already been sold. The 
girls are usually sold into the sex industry and the boys into 
other forms of slavery—such as human body parts for the 
medical industry.

Mrs Groves said the whole school community and local busi-
nesses had gotten behind the students.

“I am amazed by the generosity of the businesses who agreed 
to support our students to, in turn, support the children of 
Nepal. We had $850 donated in vouchers and prizes for the 
children,” Mrs Groves said.

“We are very appreciative of everyone’s help,” she said.

Note: Darling Downs Christian School students raised more 
than $6000 for Project Safe Haven. Well done, DDCS!
ARTICLE: ELISSA DOWLING
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POSITIONS VACANT

Operations Manager 

Caloundra and Melody Park ARV

Seventh-day Adventist Aged Care (South Queensland) 

We are seeking an Operations Manager to manager our support 
services and independent living units at the Caloundra and 
Melody Park Adventist Retirement Villages. Reporting to the 
CEO, the position will be full time and located at both Nerang 
and Caloundra Queensland and will have a strong focus on 
supporting the residential aged care facility Care Manager and 
our Independent Living Unit residents.

As a key member of the senior management team, the 
Operations Manager will ensure that we meet our Retirement 
Village Act legislative requirements while also managing a 
number of teams as they deliver services to our current and 
future residents. The ability to work collaboratively with the Care 
Managers will be paramount and as such the person will need to 
have excellent communication skills as well as prior management 
experience.

The successful applicant must be a practicing baptised member 
of the Seventh-day Adventist Church with a strong commitment 
to its mission, particularly as such is demonstrated in the Aged 
Care ministry of the church. It is envisaged that the person will 
have completed a tertiary degree and have significant experience 
in managing the support services of an organisation.

For a full position description, please contact Eric Anderson CEO  
Seventh-day Adventist Aged Care (South Queensland) via email  
ericanderson@adventist.org.au.

APPLICATIONS CLOSE: November 30, 2015. 

Operations Manager, Victoria Point ARV

Seventh-day Adventist Aged Care (South Queensland)

We are seeking an Operations Manager to manager our support 
services and independent living units at the Victoria Point Adventist 
Retirement Village. Reporting to the CEO, the position will be full 
time and located in Victoria Point Queensland and will have a strong 
focus on supporting the residential aged care Director of Clinical 
Care and our Independent Living Unit residents.

As a key member of the senior management team, the 
Operations Manager will ensure that we meet our Retirement 
Village Act legislative requirements while also managing a 
number of teams as they deliver services to our current and 
future residents. The ability to work collaboratively with the 
Director of Clinical Services will be paramount and as such the 
person will need to have excellent communication skills as well 
as prior management experience.

The successful applicant must be a practicing baptised member 
of the Seventh-day Adventist Church with a strong commitment 
to its mission, particularly as such is demonstrated in the Aged 
Care ministry of the church. It is envisaged that the person will 
have completed a tertiary degree and have significant experience 
in managing the support services of an organisation.

For a full position description, please contact Eric Anderson CEO  
Seventh-day Adventist Aged Care (South Queensland) via email  
ericanderson@adventist.org.au. 

APPLICATIONS CLOSE: November 30, 2015.

Strategic Project Manager 

Seventh-day Adventist Aged Care (South Queensland)

We are seeking a Strategic Project Manager to head up a range 
a strategic projects for our organisation. Reporting to the CEO, 
the position will be full time and located in Brisbane, Queensland, 
and will have a strong focus on continuous quality improvement, 
strategic projects and human resources.

As a key member of the executive team, the Strategic Project 
Manager will implement, monitor and provide reports on key 
strategic projects within the organisation. As such the ability to 
project manager and communicate with key stakeholders at all 
levels is extremely important.

The successful applicant must be a practicing baptised member 
of the Seventh-day Adventist Church with a strong commitment to 
its mission, particularly as such is demonstrated in the Aged Care 
ministry of the church. It is envisaged that the person will have 
completed a tertiary degree and have significant experience in 
project management and CQI at senior levels of an organisation.

For a full position description, please contact Eric Adnerson CEO  
Seventh-day Adventist Aged Care (South Queensland) via email  
ericanderson@adventist.org.au. 

APPLICATIONS CLOSE: November 30, 2015. 

Financial Controller 

Seventh-day Adventist Schools (South Queensland) Limited

The following full-time position as Financial Controller at Noosa 
Christian College has become available as part of the existing 
South Queensland Conference Education finance team. 

This is a composite senior management position including 
accounts/clerical responsibilities and is responsible to the Chief 
Financial Officer for various areas of financial management 
within the growing education ministry of the Conference.

The successful candidate will work in close consultation with the 
school principal to achieve positive financial/management aims 
and objectives while also caring for daily accounting functions of 
the school.

The successful applicant would have a commitment to the mission of 
the Seventh-day Adventist Church and hold Business/Management/
Accounting academic qualifications (degree level). They should also 
be able to demonstrate current relevant experience in daily office 
workflows, financial management, and possess good communication 
and relational skills.

Written or emailed applications for this position should be 
forwarded to:

Chief Financial Officer 
Seventh-day Adventist Schools (South Queensland) Limited 
PO Box 577, SPRING HILL QLD 4004
Email: scotthopkins@adventist.org.au  
OR brendausher@adventist.org.au

APPLICATIONS CLOSE: November 30, 2015. 
The administration of Seventh-day Adventist Schools (South 
Queensland) Ltd reserves the right to make an appointment to 
this position.



Road to Bethlehem, Brisbane, is an 
outreach ministry that over the past 
three years has reached more than 6000 
people in just nine evenings. We will 
be sharing the wonder of the birth of 
our Saviour with the wider community 
through live drama from December 14 
to 16. Come along with your family and 
friends and enjoy live entertainment, 
activities for children and light 
refreshments. 

Road to Bethlehem takes about one 
hour as you travel the path taking in the 
sights and sounds of the first Christmas. 
Pram and wheelchair access is available 
and all scenes are under cover.

 Northpine Christian College
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BRUCE HIGHW
AYGOODWIN RD

BOUNDARY ROAD

WATSON PARK 
CONVENTION CENTRE

Old Gympie Road, 
Dakabin 

To B
risbane

Monday, December 14, to Wednesday December 16, 2015

Walk the journey of the Christmas story

Free Admission

Pre-booking for Road to Bethlehem
available from 9 am, Monday,  

November 30, by phoning 3204 4231  
or online at http://brisbane.roadtobethlehem.org
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LOGAN RESERVE SEVENTH-DAY 
ADVENTIST CHURCH IS TURNING 21!
Calling all past and present members of Logan Reserve 
Seventh-day Adventist Church. You are invited to join 
us for Sabbath, April 30, 2016—our 21st Anniversary 

Sabbath “Reunion in Heaven”! 

There will be a fellowship lunch (please bring a plate 
of food to share). Then come and join us as we close 

Sabbath, share a meal (provided), and enjoy an evening 
of fellowship and fun. In case you’ve forgotten, our 
address is 558 Logan Reserve Road, Logan Reserve. 

For more information, contact Mandy Walker on 
<mandywalker@hotmail.com.au>. 

We look forward to  
seeing you then!
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Attention FOCUS Contributors
FOCUS is produced by the South 
Queensland Conference Communication 
Department, 
400 Boundary Street  
Spring Hill, QLD 4000.
Phone: (07) 3218 7777
Fax: (07) 3236 1305
Email: sqfocus@adventist.org.au

President Pastor Brett Townend
Communications Director Pastor Murray Hunter
Editor Maritza Munoz
Design Dinda Productions
Print Signs Publishing Company

Subject to sufficient copy received, the next general 
issue of FOCUS will be published in December. 

Submissions should reach the FOCUS 
Editor, SQC Office, 400 Boundary 
Street, Spring Hill, QLD 4000, (sqfocus@
adventist.org.au) NO LATER THAN 
November 26 at 10:30am. All copy may 
be edited and late items may not be 
printed. Advertisements (1-10 lines) 
$25. $2.50 for each additional line.

A CHANGE OF CHAPLAINS
We are pleased to announce that Pastor Chris Foote has taken the place of Pastor Bob Pos-
singham as Conference Chaplain Coordinator. Pastor Foote holds a Clinical Pastoral Educa-
tion Certificate and is well qualified to lead in this important ministry. He took on this role as 
of August 1 this year and will take care of the Princess Alexandra and Greenslopes hospitals. 
Pastor Possingham will now care for the Mater Hospital and the Lady Cilento Childrens 
Hospital only.

All requests for hospital visitation should now be sent to Pastor Foote, who will then forward 
them on to the appropriate chaplain. Contact for Pastor Foote is through the conference of-
fice or by email, <ChrisFoote@adventist.org.au> or mobile on 0416146468. Pastor Possing-
ham is delighted with Chris’s appointment and is confident that this ministry will go on to 
greater things yet. Our church members love the visits that they get from the chaplains and it 
is wonderful that the conference has given such solid recognition to this ministry. 

GREAT PLACES TOUR 2016
Plan now for your Greek Island cruise for seven days, 

plus the very best of Europe, from Geneva through 
Switzerland, northern Italy and Austria, and back to 

Venice. For three-and-a-half weeks, you’ll travel with a 
small group—worship in Geneva and Innsbruck with 

our fellow believers and see the very best of Europe. It’s 
a Great Places Tour you’ll never forget! 

For details, contact  
Pastor Harold Harker via <harold.harker@gmail.com>,  

or phone (02) 4385 8282 or 0410 518 468. 
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